


 

Quod scriptura, non iubet vetat 
The Latin translates, “What is not commanded in scripture, is forbidden:’ 

On the Cover: Baptists rejoice to hold in common with other evangelicals the main 
principles of the orthodox Christian faith. However, there are points of difference and 
these differences are significant. In fact, because these differences arise out of God’s 
revealed will, they are of vital importance. Hence, the barriers of separation between 
Baptists and others can hardly be considered a trifling matter. To suppose that Baptists 
are kept apart solely by their views on Baptism or the Lord’s Supper is a regrettable 
misunderstanding. Baptists hold views which distinguish them from Catholics, 
Congregationalists, Episcopalians, Lutherans, Methodists, Pentecostals, and 
Presbyterians, and the differences are so great as not only to justify, but to demand, the 
separate denominational existence of Baptists. Some people think Baptists ought not 
teach and emphasize their differences but as E.J. Forrester stated in 1893, “Any 
denomination that has views which justify its separate existence, is bound to 
promulgate those views. If those views are of sufficient importance to justify a 
separate existence, they are important enough to create a duty for their promulgation ... 
the very same reasons which justify the separate existence of any denomination make 
it the duty of that denomination to teach the distinctive doctrines upon which its sepa-
rate existence rests.” If Baptists have a right to a separate denominational life, it is 
their duty to propagate their distinctive principles, without which their separate life 
cannot be justified or maintained. 

Many among today’s professing Baptists have an agenda to revise the Baptist 
distinctives and redefine what it means to be a Baptist. Others don’t understand why it 
even matters. The books being reproduced in the Baptist Distinctives Series are 
republished in order that Baptists from the past may state, explain and defend the 
primary Baptist distinctives as they understood them. It is hoped that this Series will 
provide a more thorough historical perspective on what it means to be distinctively 
Baptist. 



The Lord Jesus Christ asked, “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things 
which I say?” (Luke 6:46). The immediate context surrounding this question explains 
what it means to be a true disciple of Christ. Addressing the same issue, Christ’s 
question is meant to show that a confession of discipleship to the Lord Jesus Christ is 
inconsistent and untrue if it is not accompanied with a corresponding submission to 
His authoritative commands. Christ’s question teaches us that a true recognition of His 
authority as Lord inevitably includes a submission to the authority of His Word. 
Hence, with this question Christ has made it forever impossible to separate His 
authority as King from the authority of His Word. These two principles—the authority 
of Christ as King and the authority of His Word—are the two most fundamental 
Baptist distinctives. The first gives rise to the second and out of these two all the other 
Baptist distinctives emanate. As F.M. lams wrote in 1894, “Loyalty to Christ as King, 
manifesting itself in a constant and unswerving obedience to His will as revealed in 
His written Word, is the real source of all the Baptist distinctives:’ In the search for the 
primary Baptist distinctive many have settled on the Lordship of Christ as the most 
basic distinctive. Strangely, in doing this, some have attempted to separate Christ’s 
Lordship from the authority of Scripture, as if you could embrace Christ’s authority 
without submitting to what He commanded. However, while Christ’s Lordship and 
Kingly authority can be isolated and considered essentially for discussion’s sake, we 
see from Christ’s own words in Luke 6:46 that His Lordship is really inseparable from 
His Word and, with regard to real Christian discipleship, there can be no practical 
submission to the one without a practical submission to the other. 

In the symbol above the Kingly Crown and the Open Bible represent the inseparable 
truths of Christ’s Kingly and Biblical authority. The Crown and Bible graphics are 
supplemented by three Bible verses (Ecclesiastes 8:4, Matthew 28:18-20, and Luke 
6:46) that reiterate and reinforce the inextricable connection between the authority of 
Christ as King and the authority of His Word. The truths symbolized by these 
components are further emphasized by the Latin quotation - quod scriptura, non iubet 
vetat— i.e., “What is not commanded in scripture, is forbidden:’ This Latin quote has 
been considered historically as a summary statement of the regulative principle of 
Scripture. Together these various symbolic components converge to exhibit the two 
most foundational Baptist Distinctives out of which all the other Baptist Distinctives 
arise. Consequently, we have chosen this composite symbol as a logo to represent the 
primary truths set forth in the Baptist Distinctives Series. 
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With a Biographical Sketch of the Author by John Franklin Jones 
 
 

SECOND EDITION.  
 
 
 

 “Because there is one loaf, we the many [members of the one 
Church at Corinth] are one body; for we all partake of the one 
loaf.”—1 Cor. 10: 17. 
 “Now I praise you, brethren, that you keep the ordinances as I 
delivered them unto you.”—1 Cor. 11: 2. 
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A 
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

OF 
JAMES ROBINSON GRAVES 

(1820-1893) 
—————————— 

 
ames Robinson Graves was born in Chester, Vermont 
April 10, 1820. Left fatherless at two weeks, his widowed 
mother defrauded of her husband's estate by the 

husband's business partner, the young Graves moved with 
his mother and sister to northern Ohio at nineteen. Of 
Congregation heritage, he had joined a Baptist church at age 
fifteen (ESB). 

J 

 
He became principal of a school, despite his being without 
significant schooling himself. Graves learned the night before 
the subject matter he taught each day. He took charge of the 
school at Nicholasville, Kentucky in 1841. He taught himself 
a language each of the next four years and completed a 
college-degree equivalent. He studied the Bible in detail and 
joined Mount Freedom Baptist Church. That church licensed 
him to preach and ordained him in 1844 (ESB). 
 
John moved to Nashville, Tennessee in July 1845 to teach, 
and he joined the First Baptist Church of that city. He 
became the pastor of Second Baptist (later, Central) and 
served that church for approximately one year (ESB). 
 
Graves became assistant editor of The Baptist upon its being 
given to the Baptist General Association of Tennessee and 
North Alabama in 1846 by Robet Boyté Crawford Howell. 
Along with A. B. Shankland, he was made publisher and 
depository agent for the paper and established a bookstore 
(ESB).  
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Graves succeeded Howell as editor in June 1848 and edited 
the paper through its tenure as The Baptist and the Tennesse 
Baptist until August, 1889, when it became the Baptist and 
Reflector. For a number of years after 1869, it was the official 
paper for the Baptists of Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
and Tennessee (ESB). 
 
Graves led the Landmark movement from its beginning in 
1853, working fervently to make it the dominant perspective 
among Southern Baptists. He led a pointed, but 
unsuccessful, effort to remove from the Foreign Mission 
Board the power "to examine, choose, support, and direct 
missionaries." He was convinced that those actions belonged 
exclusively to churches, associations, or groups of churches. 
Though they debated Graves' proposal for several hours at 
Richmond, Virginia, in May 1859, the messengers of the 
Convention voted to continue the its current practice related 
to missionaries (ESB). 
 
Strongly committed to the importance of Sunday schools and 
Sunday school libraries, Graves became "a severe and 
sustained critic" of the "theological deviations" and 
insensitivity to existing needs by the SBC's publishing arm, 
the Southern Baptist Publication Society, Charleston, South 
Carolina. He led the effort to establish a thoroughly 
Landmark competitor in the Southern Baptist Sunday School 
Union (1857) and two associated publishing houses. One 
effort collapsed in 1871 and the other in 1877 (ESB). 
 
He organized three tract societies (1847, 1869, 1883) and the 
Nashville Indian and Missionary Association (1846), 
enabling him to maintain his continuing interest in the 
Indians. He was one of several leaders who started Mary 
Sharpe College for women at Winchester, Tennessee (1850) 
and raised funds to endow a theology chair at Union 
University. He also founded, edited, and published (for six 
years) the quarterly, The Christian Review (1855-60) (ESB). 
 



A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF JAMES ROBINSON GRAVES 

Graves authored The Desire of All Nations, The Watchman's 
Reply, The Trilemma, The First Baptist Church in America, 
The Great Iron Wheel, The Little Iron Wheel, The Bible 
Doctrine of the Middle Life, Expositions of Modern Spiritism, 
The Little Seraph, Old Landmarkism, What Is It?, and The 
Work of Christ in Seven Dispensations. With James Madison 
Pendleton, he published The Southern Psalmist (1858) and 
compiled/published The New Baptist Psalmist for Churches 
and Sunday Schools (1873) (ESB). 
 
J. R. Graves "influenced Southern Baptist life of the 19th 
century in more ways, and probably to a greater degree, than 
any other person." An agitator and a controversialist, he kept 
Southern Baptists in "almost continual and often bitter 
controversy for about 30 years." He frequently and 
prolongedly debated persons of other denominations. Though 
magnetic and dynamic, he was "acrimonious in his 
disputations and attacks." He often held large crowds raptly 
attentive for hours during his lengthy orations (ESB). 
 
Graves suffered a paralyzing stroke August 17, 1884 while 
preaching at First Baptist Church, Memphis. He experienced 
a side-crushing fall in his yard in early 1889, which fall left 
him confined to a wheelchair for the remainder of his life. 
Though he continued to publish The Baptist, he gave less 
attention to controversial matters. He died June 26, 1893 in 
Memphis, Tennessee (ESB). 
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Thou hast given a standard to them that fear thee; that it may  
be displayed because of the truth. — Psalm 60:4 
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