


 

Quod scriptura, non iubet vetat 
The Latin translates, “What is not commanded in scripture, is forbidden:’ 

On the Cover: Baptists rejoice to hold in common with other evangelicals the main 
principles of the orthodox Christian faith. However, there are points of difference and 
these differences are significant. In fact, because these differences arise out of God’s 
revealed will, they are of vital importance. Hence, the barriers of separation between 
Baptists and others can hardly be considered a trifling matter. To suppose that Baptists 
are kept apart solely by their views on Baptism or the Lord’s Supper is a regrettable 
misunderstanding. Baptists hold views which distinguish them from Catholics, 
Congregationalists, Episcopalians, Lutherans, Methodists, Pentecostals, and 
Presbyterians, and the differences are so great as not only to justify, but to demand, the 
separate denominational existence of Baptists. Some people think Baptists ought not 
teach and emphasize their differences but as E.J. Forrester stated in 1893, “Any 
denomination that has views which justify its separate existence, is bound to 
promulgate those views. If those views are of sufficient importance to justify a 
separate existence, they are important enough to create a duty for their promulgation ... 
the very same reasons which justify the separate existence of any denomination make 
it the duty of that denomination to teach the distinctive doctrines upon which its sepa-
rate existence rests.” If Baptists have a right to a separate denominational life, it is 
their duty to propagate their distinctive principles, without which their separate life 
cannot be justified or maintained. 

Many among today’s professing Baptists have an agenda to revise the Baptist 
distinctives and redefine what it means to be a Baptist. Others don’t understand why it 
even matters. The books being reproduced in the Baptist Distinctives Series are 
republished in order that Baptists from the past may state, explain and defend the 
primary Baptist distinctives as they understood them. It is hoped that this Series will 
provide a more thorough historical perspective on what it means to be distinctively 
Baptist. 



The Lord Jesus Christ asked, “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things 
which I say?” (Luke 6:46). The immediate context surrounding this question explains 
what it means to be a true disciple of Christ. Addressing the same issue, Christ’s 
question is meant to show that a confession of discipleship to the Lord Jesus Christ is 
inconsistent and untrue if it is not accompanied with a corresponding submission to 
His authoritative commands. Christ’s question teaches us that a true recognition of His 
authority as Lord inevitably includes a submission to the authority of His Word. 
Hence, with this question Christ has made it forever impossible to separate His 
authority as King from the authority of His Word. These two principles—the authority 
of Christ as King and the authority of His Word—are the two most fundamental 
Baptist distinctives. The first gives rise to the second and out of these two all the other 
Baptist distinctives emanate. As F.M. lams wrote in 1894, “Loyalty to Christ as King, 
manifesting itself in a constant and unswerving obedience to His will as revealed in 
His written Word, is the real source of all the Baptist distinctives:’ In the search for the 
primary Baptist distinctive many have settled on the Lordship of Christ as the most 
basic distinctive. Strangely, in doing this, some have attempted to separate Christ’s 
Lordship from the authority of Scripture, as if you could embrace Christ’s authority 
without submitting to what He commanded. However, while Christ’s Lordship and 
Kingly authority can be isolated and considered essentially for discussion’s sake, we 
see from Christ’s own words in Luke 6:46 that His Lordship is really inseparable from 
His Word and, with regard to real Christian discipleship, there can be no practical 
submission to the one without a practical submission to the other. 

In the symbol above the Kingly Crown and the Open Bible represent the inseparable 
truths of Christ’s Kingly and Biblical authority. The Crown and Bible graphics are 
supplemented by three Bible verses (Ecclesiastes 8:4, Matthew 28:18-20, and Luke 
6:46) that reiterate and reinforce the inextricable connection between the authority of 
Christ as King and the authority of His Word. The truths symbolized by these 
components are further emphasized by the Latin quotation - quod scriptura, non iubet 
vetat— i.e., “What is not commanded in scripture, is forbidden:’ This Latin quote has 
been considered historically as a summary statement of the regulative principle of 
Scripture. Together these various symbolic components converge to exhibit the two 
most foundational Baptist Distinctives out of which all the other Baptist Distinctives 
arise. Consequently, we have chosen this composite symbol as a logo to represent the 
primary truths set forth in the Baptist Distinctives Series. 
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A 
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

OF 
PATRICK HUES MELL 

(1814-1888) 
—————————— 

 
Patrick Hues Mell—educator, preacher, country pastor, 
college professor, theologian, author, denominational leader, 
parliamentarian, Civil War soldier/officer—was born in 
Walthourville (Cathcart), Liberty County, Georgia, July 19, 
1814 to Benjamin and Cynthia Sumner Mell. His father died 
when Patrick was fourteen, his mother when he was only 
sixteen or seventeen, from which time this eldest son 
provided means of support for his siblings (ESB). 
 
Mell was baptized at North Newport church, Liberty County, 
Georgia in the summer of 1832 by Rev. Samuel Law. After 
studying in the academies in Liberty County and near 
Darien (Cathcart), Mell borrowed money and entered 
Amherst College, Massachusetts, where he matriculated 
from 1833-35 (ESB). He taught in the academy at 
Springfield, Massachusetts and high school at East Hartford, 
Connecticut. At twenty-four he returned to Georgia to teach 
school in the middle and lower parts of the state for five or 
six years (Cathcart). 
 
He began to preach at Oxford, Georgia in 1840 and was 
ordained at and by the Penfield church at the request of the 
Greensborough church November 19, 1842 (Cathcart). He 
served the Greensborough church as pastor for ten years. He 
became pastor of the Bairdstown church, Greene County, 
Georgia, in 1848, and the Antioch church, Oglethorpe 
County, Georgia in January 1852, serving both churches 
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simultaneously for a while. He served the Antioch church for 
twenty-six years (until 1878) (Mell, LPHM, 54-55). 
 
His preaching was logical and argumentative, deeply 
doctrinal in its biblical content, yet simple and clearly 
comprehended. Powerful and keen in his intellect and skilled 
in thinking and reasoning, he presented divine truth forcibly 
and clearly (Cathcart). 
 
Mell became professor of Ancient Languages at Mercer 
University in February 1842 and continued therein till 
November 1855. He became Professor of Ancient Languages 
at the State University in Athens in August 1856, was 
elected to the chair of Metaphysics and Ethics in 1860, and in 
August 1878, elected chancellor of the university and ex-
officio president of the State College of Agriculture and 
Mechanic Arts (Cathcart). 
 
Furman University conferred upon him the D.D. degree in 
1858. Howard College conferred upon him the LL.D degree in 
1869 (ESB). 
 
Mell served as president of the Southern Baptist Convention 
1863-71 and 1880-87 (ESB). The esteem with which 
Southern Baptists held him is indicated in the number of 
times they elected him as their president–fifteen times--more 
than any other president. Only two other men--James P. 
Boyce & Jonathan Haralson–even approximated that 
number of elections, each being elected nine times (2000 
Annual). He presided over the George Baptist Convention 
from 1857 to 1864. He moderated the Georgia Baptist 
Association for 31 years (ESB).  
 
An able writer, Mell published several works addressing 
varied subjects. Larger works addressed baptism, church 
discipline, and parliamentary practice. At his death he was 
working on a volume on Baptist church polity (ESB). Smaller 
works were written about slavery, predestination, Calvinism, 
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God's providential government, and philosophy of prayer 
(Cathcart). 
 
When Mell became pastor at Antioch, the church had, for 
some time, been disturbed by difficulty. In a few short 
months, however, its peace was restored. Shortly thereafter, 
a meeting was scheduled. Continuing for two weeks or 
longer, the meeting was a great success. Baptisms occurred 
almost daily, at which Mell would expound a Scripture 
touching the ordinance.  
 
Enjoyed by and instructive to his people, the sermons 
aroused considerable animus among the Pedobaptists. From 
that stirring came a discussion on Scriptural baptism with 
the Methodist minister at Centre, Rev. Parks. Afterwards, 
Mell’s congregations at Bairdstown and Antioch requested 
that he publish the sermons. The result was his Baptism in 
Its Mode and Subjects (1854). Widely circulated, the book 
occasioned the conversion of several Pedobaptists to the 
Baptist faith and practice (Mell, LPHM, 55-56). 
 
Mell penned Predestination and the Saints’ Perseverance, 
Stated and Defended from the Objections of Arminians, in a 
Review of Two Sermons, Published by Rev. Russell Reneau. 
The foreword was dated December 1850 at Mercer 
University, but the formal publication date is obscure. He 
wrote this logical and biblical defense of the Calvinistic 
schemes of predestination and perseverance in response to 
the poorly- and weakly-argued rantings of an Arminian 
contemporary preacher, Russell Reneau. 
 
A long-time member of the Antioch church, Mrs. D. B. 
Fitzgerald (Miss Mary E. Crowley) spoke kindly and lovingly 
of Mell as her pastor. Also noting the confusion of the church 
at the initiation of Mell’s tenure as pastor, Mrs. Fitzgerald 
identified the problem as a theological one–the church was 
drifting into the error of Arminianism. Relative to this issue, 
she wrote of Mell: 
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He loved the truth too well to blow hot and cold with the 
same breath. If it was a Baptist [italics in original] church 
it must have doctrines peculiar to that denomination 
preached to it. And with that boldness, clearness and 
vigor of speech that marked him, he preached to them the 
doctrines of predestination, election, free-grace, etc.” 
(Mell, LPHM, 59). 

 
The brief work, An Exposition of Recent Events, exposed the 
1855 ex parte actions of the Board of Mercer University 
severing Mell from that institution His son provided 
additional details regarding the events surrounding the 
departure of the elder Mell from that institution and the 
ensuring controversy across Georgia (Mell, LPHM).  
 
Corrective Church Discipline (1860) was the book form of his 
series of articles appearing in state Baptist papers 1859-60 
on the subject. Stirred over the J. R. Graves controversy in 
the First Baptist Church of Nashville and questioning the 
wisdom of that church’s expulsion of Graves et al., a number 
of leaders requested Mell to address questions over the 
status of members in the church, the jurisdiction of the 
churches, and the relations between the churches and 
associations in such matters (Mell, LPHM, 108) . 
 
Mell was an excellent parliamentarian. Known as the “prince 
of parliamentarians, his skill at presiding is published in A 
Manual of Parliamentary Practice (ca. 1867). He also wrote a 
short work on prayer--The Doctrine of Prayer (ca. 1876) 
(ESB). 
 
In the later civil war, he raised a company of troops at the 
call of the governor and was elected their captain. When the 
regiment was organized, he was elected colonel and served 
actively for six months at differing points in the state 
(Cathcart). 
 
Mell was married twice. His first wife, Lurene Howard 
Cooper, Montgomery County, Georgia, was the daughter of 
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George Cooper. To this first marriage union were born nine 
children: five sons and four daughters. Five were still living 
in 1895 (Mell, 45). He and his second wife, Elizabeth Eliza 
Cooper, parented four sons and two daughters. Mell died at 
Athens, Georgia January 26, 1888 (ESB). 
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Thou hast given a standard to them that fear thee; that it may  
be displayed because of the truth. — Psalm 60:4 
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