


 

Quod scriptura, non iubet vetat 
The Latin translates, “What is not commanded in scripture, is forbidden:’ 

On the Cover: Baptists rejoice to hold in common with other evangelicals the main 
principles of the orthodox Christian faith. However, there are points of difference and 
these differences are significant. In fact, because these differences arise out of God’s 
revealed will, they are of vital importance. Hence, the barriers of separation between 
Baptists and others can hardly be considered a trifling matter. To suppose that Baptists 
are kept apart solely by their views on Baptism or the Lord’s Supper is a regrettable 
misunderstanding. Baptists hold views which distinguish them from Catholics, 
Congregationalists, Episcopalians, Lutherans, Methodists, Pentecostals, and 
Presbyterians, and the differences are so great as not only to justify, but to demand, the 
separate denominational existence of Baptists. Some people think Baptists ought not 
teach and emphasize their differences but as E.J. Forrester stated in 1893, “Any 
denomination that has views which justify its separate existence, is bound to 
promulgate those views. If those views are of sufficient importance to justify a 
separate existence, they are important enough to create a duty for their promulgation ... 
the very same reasons which justify the separate existence of any denomination make 
it the duty of that denomination to teach the distinctive doctrines upon which its sepa-
rate existence rests.” If Baptists have a right to a separate denominational life, it is 
their duty to propagate their distinctive principles, without which their separate life 
cannot be justified or maintained. 

Many among today’s professing Baptists have an agenda to revise the Baptist 
distinctives and redefine what it means to be a Baptist. Others don’t understand why it 
even matters. The books being reproduced in the Baptist Distinctives Series are 
republished in order that Baptists from the past may state, explain and defend the 
primary Baptist distinctives as they understood them. It is hoped that this Series will 
provide a more thorough historical perspective on what it means to be distinctively 
Baptist. 



The Lord Jesus Christ asked, “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things 
which I say?” (Luke 6:46). The immediate context surrounding this question explains 
what it means to be a true disciple of Christ. Addressing the same issue, Christ’s 
question is meant to show that a confession of discipleship to the Lord Jesus Christ is 
inconsistent and untrue if it is not accompanied with a corresponding submission to 
His authoritative commands. Christ’s question teaches us that a true recognition of His 
authority as Lord inevitably includes a submission to the authority of His Word. 
Hence, with this question Christ has made it forever impossible to separate His 
authority as King from the authority of His Word. These two principles—the authority 
of Christ as King and the authority of His Word—are the two most fundamental 
Baptist distinctives. The first gives rise to the second and out of these two all the other 
Baptist distinctives emanate. As F.M. lams wrote in 1894, “Loyalty to Christ as King, 
manifesting itself in a constant and unswerving obedience to His will as revealed in 
His written Word, is the real source of all the Baptist distinctives:’ In the search for the 
primary Baptist distinctive many have settled on the Lordship of Christ as the most 
basic distinctive. Strangely, in doing this, some have attempted to separate Christ’s 
Lordship from the authority of Scripture, as if you could embrace Christ’s authority 
without submitting to what He commanded. However, while Christ’s Lordship and 
Kingly authority can be isolated and considered essentially for discussion’s sake, we 
see from Christ’s own words in Luke 6:46 that His Lordship is really inseparable from 
His Word and, with regard to real Christian discipleship, there can be no practical 
submission to the one without a practical submission to the other. 

In the symbol above the Kingly Crown and the Open Bible represent the inseparable 
truths of Christ’s Kingly and Biblical authority. The Crown and Bible graphics are 
supplemented by three Bible verses (Ecclesiastes 8:4, Matthew 28:18-20, and Luke 
6:46) that reiterate and reinforce the inextricable connection between the authority of 
Christ as King and the authority of His Word. The truths symbolized by these 
components are further emphasized by the Latin quotation - quod scriptura, non iubet 
vetat— i.e., “What is not commanded in scripture, is forbidden:’ This Latin quote has 
been considered historically as a summary statement of the regulative principle of 
Scripture. Together these various symbolic components converge to exhibit the two 
most foundational Baptist Distinctives out of which all the other Baptist Distinctives 
arise. Consequently, we have chosen this composite symbol as a logo to represent the 
primary truths set forth in the Baptist Distinctives Series. 
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A 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
OF 

RICHARD FULLER 
(1804-1876) 

—————————— 
 

ichard Fuller—lawyer, pastor, denominational leader, 
author—was born April 22, 1804 in Beaufort, South 
Carolina (Armitage), the ninth of ten children born to 

Thomas and Elizabeth Middleton Fuller. His parents became 
Baptists about the time of his birth, but he was brought up 
more Episcopalian than anything else. 

R 

 
Fuller married Charlotte Bull in 1831. He was converted 
shortly thereafter (ESB) in 1831 at Beaufort. Concerning his 
conversion, he said, "My soul ran over with love and joy and 
praise; for days I could neither eat nor sleep." He was 
baptized by Rev. H. O. Wyer, of Savannah, and united with 
the Baptist church at his native place (Armitage). 
 
He studied at Harvard, but broken health required his 
leaving in his junior year. Returning after five years, he 
graduated at the head of his class in 1824 (Armitage), being 
awarded a diploma for his past good record (ESB).  
 
Fuller studied law and rose to eminence in the profession. He 
left his lucrative law business, was ordained in 1832 
(Armitage), and became pastor at Beaufort. He remained 
there for fifteen years (ESB) and grew the feeble church to 
200 white and 2400 colored. He also conducted an itinerant 
ministry, brought great numbers to Christ, and traveled to 
Europe for his health in 1836 (Armitage). 
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He felt that Scripture sanctioned the practice of slavery and 
explained his belief in an article for the Christian Reflector, 
Philadelphia. His fellow Baptist, Francis Wayland, 
countered, and a long argument ensued. Fuller’s views were 
published in Domestic Slavery Considered as a Scriptural 
Institution (1845) (ESB).  
 
In 1847, Fuller became pastor of Seventh Baptist Church, 
Baltimore and continued therein throughout the Civil War 
until 1871 (ESB). The church numbered eighty-seven 
members at the time and grew to 1200 during his tenure 
(Armitage). He held together a congregation whose 
congregants fought for both North and South (ESB).  
 
He served as president of the Maryland Baptist Union 
Association (1850) and thrice preached its annual sermon 
(1847, 1855, 1859). Fuller preached the first annual sermon 
ever preached at the Southern Baptist Convention (1846) 
and was president of the Southern Baptist Convention twice 
(1859, 1861). At the 1869 Convention, he spoke in favor of 
forming Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. In a 1872 
address on domestic missions, he advocated work among 
Negroes (ESB). 
 
Fuller led the Provisional Board in Baltimore during the 
Civil War. That board continued the denomination's foreign 
mission work during the war and served the denomination 
when the Foreign Mission Board in Richmond when 
communication with missionaries located in China and 
Africa was cut off and when funds from the South were 
unavailable (ESB). 
 
He and several members from the Seventh Church formed 
the Eutaw Place Baptist Church in 1871. He served as its 
pastor until his death (ESB). 
 
Fuller authored Baptism and the Terms of Communion: An 
Argument (1854). He penned Sermons (1860). He wrote A 
City or House Divided Against Itself. A Discourse 
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Delivered...on the First Day of June, 1865, Being the Day of 
National Fasting and Humiliation (1865). Twenty-nine years 
of his sermons are contained in Sermons Delivered...During 
His Ministry with the Seventh and Eutaw Churches, 
Baltimore, 1847-76 (1877). With J. B. Jeter, he published an 
edition of The Psalmist (1843), adding a supplement to make 
it more acceptable to Baptist churches in the South (ESB). 
 
Fuller was appreciated nationwide as a preacher and he was 
strongly committed to divine inspiration. He was a 
painstaking student, an able pastor, and widely recognized 
as an extemporaneous preacher and master orator 
(Armitage). He died in Baltimore, Maryland October 20, 1876 
(ESB). 
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Thou hast given a standard to them that fear thee; that it may  
be displayed because of the truth. — Psalm 60:4 
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