


 

Quod scriptura, non iubet vetat 
The Latin translates, “What is not commanded in scripture, is forbidden:’ 

On the Cover: Baptists rejoice to hold in common with other evangelicals the main 
principles of the orthodox Christian faith. However, there are points of difference and 
these differences are significant. In fact, because these differences arise out of God’s 
revealed will, they are of vital importance. Hence, the barriers of separation between 
Baptists and others can hardly be considered a trifling matter. To suppose that Baptists 
are kept apart solely by their views on Baptism or the Lord’s Supper is a regrettable 
misunderstanding. Baptists hold views which distinguish them from Catholics, 
Congregationalists, Episcopalians, Lutherans, Methodists, Pentecostals, and 
Presbyterians, and the differences are so great as not only to justify, but to demand, the 
separate denominational existence of Baptists. Some people think Baptists ought not 
teach and emphasize their differences but as E.J. Forrester stated in 1893, “Any 
denomination that has views which justify its separate existence, is bound to 
promulgate those views. If those views are of sufficient importance to justify a 
separate existence, they are important enough to create a duty for their promulgation ... 
the very same reasons which justify the separate existence of any denomination make 
it the duty of that denomination to teach the distinctive doctrines upon which its sepa-
rate existence rests.” If Baptists have a right to a separate denominational life, it is 
their duty to propagate their distinctive principles, without which their separate life 
cannot be justified or maintained. 

Many among today’s professing Baptists have an agenda to revise the Baptist 
distinctives and redefine what it means to be a Baptist. Others don’t understand why it 
even matters. The books being reproduced in the Baptist Distinctives Series are 
republished in order that Baptists from the past may state, explain and defend the 
primary Baptist distinctives as they understood them. It is hoped that this Series will 
provide a more thorough historical perspective on what it means to be distinctively 
Baptist. 



The Lord Jesus Christ asked, “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things 
which I say?” (Luke 6:46). The immediate context surrounding this question explains 
what it means to be a true disciple of Christ. Addressing the same issue, Christ’s 
question is meant to show that a confession of discipleship to the Lord Jesus Christ is 
inconsistent and untrue if it is not accompanied with a corresponding submission to 
His authoritative commands. Christ’s question teaches us that a true recognition of His 
authority as Lord inevitably includes a submission to the authority of His Word. 
Hence, with this question Christ has made it forever impossible to separate His 
authority as King from the authority of His Word. These two principles—the authority 
of Christ as King and the authority of His Word—are the two most fundamental 
Baptist distinctives. The first gives rise to the second and out of these two all the other 
Baptist distinctives emanate. As F.M. lams wrote in 1894, “Loyalty to Christ as King, 
manifesting itself in a constant and unswerving obedience to His will as revealed in 
His written Word, is the real source of all the Baptist distinctives:’ In the search for the 
primary Baptist distinctive many have settled on the Lordship of Christ as the most 
basic distinctive. Strangely, in doing this, some have attempted to separate Christ’s 
Lordship from the authority of Scripture, as if you could embrace Christ’s authority 
without submitting to what He commanded. However, while Christ’s Lordship and 
Kingly authority can be isolated and considered essentially for discussion’s sake, we 
see from Christ’s own words in Luke 6:46 that His Lordship is really inseparable from 
His Word and, with regard to real Christian discipleship, there can be no practical 
submission to the one without a practical submission to the other. 

In the symbol above the Kingly Crown and the Open Bible represent the inseparable 
truths of Christ’s Kingly and Biblical authority. The Crown and Bible graphics are 
supplemented by three Bible verses (Ecclesiastes 8:4, Matthew 28:18-20, and Luke 
6:46) that reiterate and reinforce the inextricable connection between the authority of 
Christ as King and the authority of His Word. The truths symbolized by these 
components are further emphasized by the Latin quotation - quod scriptura, non iubet 
vetat— i.e., “What is not commanded in scripture, is forbidden:’ This Latin quote has 
been considered historically as a summary statement of the regulative principle of 
Scripture. Together these various symbolic components converge to exhibit the two 
most foundational Baptist Distinctives out of which all the other Baptist Distinctives 
arise. Consequently, we have chosen this composite symbol as a logo to represent the 
primary truths set forth in the Baptist Distinctives Series. 
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PUBLISHER’S FORWARD 

—————————— 
 

“I know of no surer way of a people’s perishing than by being 
led by one who does not speak out straight, and honestly 
denounce evil. If the minister halts between two opinions, do 
you wonder that the congregation is undecided? If the 
preacher trims and twists to please all parties, can you 
expect his people to be honest? If I wink at your inconsisten-
cies will you not soon be hardened in them? Like priest, like 
people. A cowardly preacher suits hardened sinners. Those 
who are afraid to rebuke sin, or to probe the conscience, will 
have much to answer for.... And yet is not a mingle-mangle of 
Christ and Belial the common religion of the day? Is not 
worldly piety or pious worldliness the current religion? 
...such seek out a trimming teacher who is not too precise 
and plain spoken, and they settle down comfortably to a 
mongrel faith, half truth, half error and a mongrel worship 
half dead form and half orthodoxy.... There can be no alliance 
between the two... ‘No man can serve two masters.’ All 
attempts at compromise or comprehensiveness in matters of 
truth and purity are founded upon falsehood, and falsehood 
is all that can come of them. May God save us from such 
hateful double-mindedness.” Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit, 
Vol.27 (Pasadena, Texas, Pilgrim Pub., 1973), p. 562. 
It is our intention to “speak out straight” and be as “precise 
and plain spoken” in our Publisher’s Forewords as both 
candor and conviction will allow. That this book will “start” 
Christians arguing about infant baptism, we deny. The fact 
is, they already argue about it, and have done so for 
centuries. Should this book provoke more controversy, we 
shall not be upset, as long as it is conducted in the proper 
Christian spirit of meekness and love, in the interest of 
truth, and for the glory of God. Controversy marks the 
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presence of deep convictions and therefore, usually, thinking 
minds. If controversy sets men searching the Scriptures, it is 
by no means a bad thing. 
We do not expect to convince everyone who considers the 
arguments contained in the following book by Mr. William 
Shirreff, however we categorically declare that this is our 
hope and our aim. If we did not seek to convince others of 
what we, as Baptists, believe, it would indicate that we are 
not fully persuaded and committed ourselves. Since we are 
convinced that infant baptism is a gross perversion of one of 
the ordinances of the Lord Jesus Christ, are we not entitled, 
yea, rather, is it not our duty to oppose it and forthrightly 
declare what we consider to be the truth? We are not so vain 
as to suppose that we have all the light. But we know that 
every additional witness is useful in a disputed legal case. 
We wish to strengthen the hands of the rising generation of 
Baptists by shaping in their minds a standard doctrinal 
identity and showing them that we have no reason to be 
ashamed of our opinions. At the same time we wish to give 
the promoters and defenders of infant baptism (and par-
ticularly the more aggressive, conservative, Reformed and 
Presbyterian people) the witness of a former Presbyterian, in 
the hopes that they, by the blessing of God, will see that the 
Scriptural arguments in this matter are not, as they suppose, 
on their side. One of their own, an Anglican bishop, J.C. Ryle, 
said: “It is impossible to handle this question without coming 
into direct collision with the opinions of others. But I hope it 
is possible to handle it in a kindly and temperate spirit. At 
any rate it is no use to avoid discussion for fear of offending. 
Disputed points in theology are never likely to be settled 
unless men on both sides will say out plainly what they 
think, and give their reasons for their opinions. To avoid the 
subject, because it is a controversial one, is neither honest 
nor wise.” Knots Untied, c. 5, p.75. 
In all honesty, we would not make a brother “an offender for 
a word” (Is. 29:21). We desire to “walk together” (Amos 3:3) 
“in truth” (3 Jn. 4) with “all them that love our Lord Jesus 
Christ in sincerity” (Eph. 6:24), who “rejoiceth in the truth” 



PUBLISHER’S FORWARD 

vii 

(1 Cor. 13:16), and who have determined in their hearts to 
“prove all things” and only “hold fast that which is good” (1 
Thess. 5:21). On the other hand, we shall call no man master. 
We hold no man’s “person in admiration because of 
advantage” (Jude 16). We seek not “honor from men” nor 
“one of another” (Jn. 5:41, 44). If we know anything of 
ourselves, we desire “truth in the inward parts” (Ps. 51: 6). 
Therefore, regarding this infant baptism controversy (or any 
other controversy), God being our Helper, we shall not 
purchase peace at the expense of truth. 
Since the early 1800’s, the Baptist people in America, for the 
most part, have departed from the evangelical theology and 
ecclesiology of their forefathers. We emphasize that the 
“majority” of professed Baptists have done this --- certainly 
not all Baptists, for there is “at this present time also ...a 
remnant” (Rom. 11:5). In their desire to fulfill the Great 
Commission, the New School Baptists have plunged deeper 
and deeper into the labyrinth of Arminianism and 
Pragmatism. Corrupted alike by the Universal Atonement 
view of Andrew Fuller and the compassionate — but erro-
neous — evangelistic zeal of William Carey, Luther Rice and 
Adoniram Judson, the New School Baptists departed further 
and further from the “Ancient Landmarks” which their 
fathers had set (Pr. 22:28); for, while professing and 
preaching an ecclesiology that demanded a separation 
between the regenerate and unregenerate in the New 
Testament Church, they devised and implemented pragmatic 
practices which guaranteed the very opposite. In disdain for, 
and opposition to, their more numerous and popular New 
School counterparts, the Old School Strict Baptists have 
recoiled more and more into criticism, Antinomianism, and 
Sandemanianism. Both groups find themselves today in a 
deplorable and disastrously effete condition doctrinally and 
practically, and at a loss with regard to defending their 
distinct identity in controversy. 
Since the late 1950’s and early 1960’s, there has been an 
upsurge in the interest in, and publication of Puritan 
theology, for most of which, we might add, we are grateful. 
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But with the exposure to Puritan theology, there has also 
come an exposure to Puritan, or Protestant ecclesiology, 
which basically is the same as Catholic ecclesiology, i.e., both 
being without Biblical basis; the former is founded upon 
assumption, the latter upon tradition. With this upsurge in 
Puritan and Protestant publications, the Protestants have 
been strengthened, renewed and emboldened. The 
circumstances with the Baptists have been far otherwise. 
With the passing of time; the death of the older defenders of 
the Baptist faith; the liberalizing of the Baptist schools; the 
decline in availability of the writings of the old Baptist 
authors upon the public bookshelves, and the negligence in 
republishing the same; the almost complete turnover to 
Fullerite Arminianism; the emphasizing of pragmatic 
methodology and glorification of the American goddess of size 
and success; the “Ancient Landmarks,” or historic 
distinctives of the Baptist faith, have all but disappeared 
from public memory. In this situation of the weakening and 
well-nigh silencing of the witness of Baptist ecclesiology, the 
Protestants have renewed the ancient controversy between 
themselves and the Baptists. This is nothing new or strange, 
for as John Gill points out: “The Paedobaptists are ever 
restless and uneasy, always endeavouring to maintain and 
support, if possible, their unscriptural practice of infant-
baptism; though it is not other than a pillar of Popery.” 
Infant Baptism, A Part and Pillar of Popery, (Boston, 1766). 
Strengthened by the multiplicity of Protestant publications 
in the last 25 years and emboldened by the timidity and in-
adequacy of the present-day Baptist rebuttal, the Protestants 
have thrust forward their champions, who, assuming their 
invincibility like Goliath of old, hurl forth slander and 
reproach, while the Baptists, like the army of Israel, cower 
down fearfully in their trenches. It appears to those who are 
ignorant of the issues that this controversy is just a matter of 
disagreement about the amount of water used in baptism. 
This is far from the major issues involved. 
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As far as we are concerned, the practice of infant baptism in 
Protestant ecclesiology contains within itself at least the 
following evident errors and inconsistencies: 
(1)  a violation of the basic laws of hermeneutics and a 

subtle repudiation of the fundamental principle of the 
absolute necessity for scriptural warrant, and the final 
authority of the Scriptures in all matters of faith and 
practice; 

(2)  an invasion and usurpation of the crown rights and 
sole prerogatives of Christ as the only King and 
Lawgiver of the New Testament Church; 

(3) a defamation of the Goodness and Wisdom of the 
Divine character; 

(4) a confusion of the Everlasting Covenant of Grace and 
the Abrahamic Covenant of Circumcision; 

(5) a nullification of the doctrines of original sin and total 
depravity/inability; 

(6)  an abrogation of the true nature and evidence of 
Sovereign saving grace and the doctrine of 
Regeneration; 

(7)  an obliteration and perversion of the proper subject, 
mode and purpose of New Testament baptism; 

(8)  a destruction of the scripturally-required spiritual 
nature of Christ’s New Testament Church (Jn. 18:36), 
because there is an amalgamation of the world with the 
saints, the lost with the saved, the believers with 
unbelievers, and the regenerate with the unregenerate 
by means of infant-baptism; 

(9)  an association and integration of the spiritual church 
with the political government, completely unjustified by 
the New Testament; 

(10) a renunciation of and opposition to true individual 
liberty of conscience and private judgment. 
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Therefore, the practice of infant-baptism annuls the basic 
theological foundations of Christianity. In a word — “grace is 
no more grace” (Rom. 11:6).  Such obvious errors must be 
opposed. The differences between us are no minor 
differences. 
In 1821, in the preface to his book entitled, Lacon, C.C. 
Coulton said: “There are three difficulties in authorship [and, 
we might add, in publishing]: 
1.  to write anything worth publishing; 
2.  to find skillful and honest men to print it, and 
3.  to find sincere, diligent and thoughtful men who will read 

it.” 
We believe we have found the first two, in Mr. William 
Shirreff’s book entitled, Lectures on Baptism and in our 
current printer/binder. We look now for the third! Will you, 
my dear friend who now holds this book in your hand, be a 
“sincere, diligent and thoughtful man who will read it”? That 
it may be so, is the prayer of the Publisher. We feel it is 
important to always remind our readers that we do not 
necessarily agree with everything found in the books we 
publish. Duty requires that we warn and remind our readers 
to “prove all things,” from the Scriptures and “hold fast that 
which is good” (1 Thess. 5:21). “Consider what I say; and the 
Lord give thee understanding in all things” (2 Tim. 2:7). 
 
THE BAPTIST STANDARD BEARER, INC. 
(Ps. 60:4,5; Is. 59:19; 62:10-12) 
Stonehaven, Paris, Arkansas 
July 20, 1987 
 































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

A 
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

OF 
WILLIAM SHIRREFF 

(1792-1832) 
 

BY 
JOHN FRANKLIN JONES





k 
 
 

A 
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W m Shirreff was born in 1762 at Coldstream, 
wickshire, Scotland. An only child, he received a 
d education and was disposed to excellence in his 

educational efforts and in life (Spurgeon, xv).  
He received frequent childhood religious impressions 
regarding his religious state. Particularly at age twelve or 
thirteen, he was impressed via his parents reading of the 
Puritans (Ibid., xv). He took his first communion in the 
Scotch Established Church at age sixteen, but noted in his 
diary his relapsed spiritual state (Ibid., xv). 
His spiritual impressions returned at age seventeen after the 
death of his father. He removed to Edinburgh and entered a 
lengthy course of study at the University. An excellent 
Greek, Hebrew, and Latin scholar, proficient in modern 
languages, he studied mathematics and the other branches of 
learning, being most interested in the study of theology 
(Ibid., xvi). 
The congregation of the St. Ninians, Stirling parish, called 
him to be their pastor when he was twenty-six. They paid to 
the patron a substantial sum of money to secure his 
appointment to them (Ibid., xvi). His daily habit was to rise 
early, walk, spend lengthy periods in prayer, study, visit, and 
close the day reading a worthy book to, or instructing from 
Scripture, his family (Ibid., xxi). 
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He wrote out, but never read, his sermons. He especially 
enjoyed reading the older divines. Particularly fond of 
Edwards, he often quoted his words: "Resolved, to serve God, 
though no one else should do so" (Ibid., xxv). Haldane ranked 
him among the most "learned, popular, and impressive 
preachers in the Church of Scotland." He devoted himself to 
study and amassed a large personal library (Ibid., xvi). 
He taught a large Bible class at St. Ninians which included 
persons above fifteen and large numbers of married persons. 
He regularly used the larger catechism as the main textbook 
for the class (Ibid., xxv). 
Because St. Ninians was so large, he often held meetings at 
various points around the parish (xxiv). He was warmly 
evangelistic, often recording in his diary encounters of 
usefulness to bringing sinners to conviction and conversion 
(Ibid., xxv).  
With time, his studies brought him to the error of uniting 
Church and State, and especially, to the errors associated 
with the practice of baptism.(xvii). He examined and collated 
all the biblical passages related to the Greek word for 
baptizo. He read all the classical authors to which he had 
access. He came to the place that he rejected infant 
sprinkling and embraced believers' baptism (Ibid., xxvi). 
He resigned his charge at St. Ninians and the Presbytery of 
Stirling, a position he held for thirty- five years (Ibid., xvii). 
He took as his text Acts 20:32 when he preached his final 
sermon to his people at St. Ninians (Ibid., xxvii). 
Dr. Innes baptized Shirreff in Edinburgh in 1823. He 
intended to settle at Edinburgh, but was called by the 
congregation of the Baptist Church, Albion Street, Glasgow, 
to be their pastor. He labored among that congregation for 
nine years (Ibid., xvii). 
He composed and delivered a series of lectures designed to 
explain to his former congregation and former Presbytery his 
new views on baptism and how he came to them. Shortly 
after he settled in Albion Street Chapel, he delivered them in 



a weekly series of sermons. Though he exhibited no intention 
to publish them, J. A. Haldane published them after 
Shirreff's death (Ibid., xix). 
  
In 1804, he married Mary Russell (Ibid., xx), daughter of the 
minister at Stirling (Ibid., xxi). He kept a diary till the end of 
his life, but from 1796 wrote same in his self-devised short-
hand. Though he taught his system to his sons, many of the 
entries were illegible even to them (Ibid., xxv).  
He continued to preach, despite his failing health, to within 
five weeks of his death. The day before his death, he said to 
Mrs. Shirreff, "Who are these? What fine singing!" Though 
she told him no one was present but the two of them, he said, 
as he pointed to the top of the bed, "They are there. What 
fine singing!" (Ibid., xxxi). He died at nine the next morning 
(Ibid., xxxii), ca. 1832, just short of seventy years old (Ibid., 
xxxxii). 
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Thou hast given a standard to them that fear thee; that it may  
be displayed because of the truth. — Psalm 60:4 
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