


 

Quod scriptura, non iubet vetat 
The Latin translates, “What is not commanded in scripture, is forbidden:’ 

On the Cover: Baptists rejoice to hold in common with other evangelicals the main 
principles of the orthodox Christian faith. However, there are points of difference and 
these differences are significant. In fact, because these differences arise out of God’s 
revealed will, they are of vital importance. Hence, the barriers of separation between 
Baptists and others can hardly be considered a trifling matter. To suppose that Baptists 
are kept apart solely by their views on Baptism or the Lord’s Supper is a regrettable 
misunderstanding. Baptists hold views which distinguish them from Catholics, 
Congregationalists, Episcopalians, Lutherans, Methodists, Pentecostals, and 
Presbyterians, and the differences are so great as not only to justify, but to demand, the 
separate denominational existence of Baptists. Some people think Baptists ought not 
teach and emphasize their differences but as E.J. Forrester stated in 1893, “Any 
denomination that has views which justify its separate existence, is bound to 
promulgate those views. If those views are of sufficient importance to justify a 
separate existence, they are important enough to create a duty for their promulgation ... 
the very same reasons which justify the separate existence of any denomination make 
it the duty of that denomination to teach the distinctive doctrines upon which its sepa-
rate existence rests.” If Baptists have a right to a separate denominational life, it is 
their duty to propagate their distinctive principles, without which their separate life 
cannot be justified or maintained. 

Many among today’s professing Baptists have an agenda to revise the Baptist 
distinctives and redefine what it means to be a Baptist. Others don’t understand why it 
even matters. The books being reproduced in the Baptist Distinctives Series are 
republished in order that Baptists from the past may state, explain and defend the 
primary Baptist distinctives as they understood them. It is hoped that this Series will 
provide a more thorough historical perspective on what it means to be distinctively 
Baptist. 



The Lord Jesus Christ asked, “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things 
which I say?” (Luke 6:46). The immediate context surrounding this question explains 
what it means to be a true disciple of Christ. Addressing the same issue, Christ’s 
question is meant to show that a confession of discipleship to the Lord Jesus Christ is 
inconsistent and untrue if it is not accompanied with a corresponding submission to 
His authoritative commands. Christ’s question teaches us that a true recognition of His 
authority as Lord inevitably includes a submission to the authority of His Word. 
Hence, with this question Christ has made it forever impossible to separate His 
authority as King from the authority of His Word. These two principles—the authority 
of Christ as King and the authority of His Word—are the two most fundamental 
Baptist distinctives. The first gives rise to the second and out of these two all the other 
Baptist distinctives emanate. As F.M. lams wrote in 1894, “Loyalty to Christ as King, 
manifesting itself in a constant and unswerving obedience to His will as revealed in 
His written Word, is the real source of all the Baptist distinctives:’ In the search for the 
primary Baptist distinctive many have settled on the Lordship of Christ as the most 
basic distinctive. Strangely, in doing this, some have attempted to separate Christ’s 
Lordship from the authority of Scripture, as if you could embrace Christ’s authority 
without submitting to what He commanded. However, while Christ’s Lordship and 
Kingly authority can be isolated and considered essentially for discussion’s sake, we 
see from Christ’s own words in Luke 6:46 that His Lordship is really inseparable from 
His Word and, with regard to real Christian discipleship, there can be no practical 
submission to the one without a practical submission to the other. 

In the symbol above the Kingly Crown and the Open Bible represent the inseparable 
truths of Christ’s Kingly and Biblical authority. The Crown and Bible graphics are 
supplemented by three Bible verses (Ecclesiastes 8:4, Matthew 28:18-20, and Luke 
6:46) that reiterate and reinforce the inextricable connection between the authority of 
Christ as King and the authority of His Word. The truths symbolized by these 
components are further emphasized by the Latin quotation - quod scriptura, non iubet 
vetat— i.e., “What is not commanded in scripture, is forbidden:’ This Latin quote has 
been considered historically as a summary statement of the regulative principle of 
Scripture. Together these various symbolic components converge to exhibit the two 
most foundational Baptist Distinctives out of which all the other Baptist Distinctives 
arise. Consequently, we have chosen this composite symbol as a logo to represent the 
primary truths set forth in the Baptist Distinctives Series. 
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A 
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

OF 
ROBERT BOYTÉ CRAWFORD HOWELL 

(1801-1868) 
—————————— 

 
obert Boyté Crawford Howell–missionary, pastor, 
writer, editor, historian, denominational leader, helped 
lay the foundations of the Southern Baptist 

Convention--was born in Wayne County, North Carolina, on 
March 10, 1801. Though his heritage was Episcopal, he 
united with a rural Baptist church fourteen miles from his 
home in 1821. He enrolled at Columbian College, 
Washington, D.C. but left after the 1825-26 session to 
become a lawyer. He was awarded an honorary D.D. by 
Georgetown College, Kentucky, ca. 1844 (ESB). 

R 

 
Howell committed himself to become a missionary at 
Portsmouth, Virginia, and was ordained in January 1827. He 
forthwith became pastor of Cumberland Street Baptist 
Church, Norfolk, Virginia (ESB) and labored there until 1834 
(Cathcart).  
 
He accepted an appointment from the American Baptist 
Home Mission Society as missionary to the West and became 
pastor of the Nashville church January 1, 1835. The church 
had lost its pastor, nearly all its members, and its building to 
Campbellism May 24, 1828 and had ceased to exist. The 
church reconstituted October 10, 1830 and erected a building 
dedicated late in 1837 or early 1838. Howell restored respect 
to the Baptist name. The church excluded about 100 
antimissionary members June 18, 1838 (ESB). 
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Howell began The Baptist, a monthly paper, in January 
1835. He edited the paper most of time prior to giving it to 
the Tennessee Baptists in June 1848. He revived Sunday 
School and organized societies for education/ministerial 
improvement, Bible distribution, publication, and colportage. 
He resuscitated a missionary society organized by Luther 
Rice in December 1816 in Tennessee (ESB).  
 
He led in establishing Union University. He also led in 
organizing (May 1842) the Baptist General Association of 
Tennessee and North Alabama to replace a convention, 
organized in 1833 and destroyed by antimissionary Baptists 
(ESB).  
 
Howell championed early efforts proposed by the Southern 
Baptist Convention in 1849 to organize a Baptist seminary. 
That seminary became Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary at Greenville, South Carolina. Ten years later it 
moved to Louisville, Kentucky (ESB). 
 
He became pastor at Second, Richmond, Virginia July 5, 
1850. He returned to Nashville July 1857 to find the 
churches controverted by Landmarkism under the influence 
of J. R. Graves. Opposing Landmarkism, he worked actively 
to free the Bible Board, Nashville, from Landmark 
domination (ESB).  
 
He opposed creating the Southern Baptist Sunday School 
Union at Nashville by Graves and his followers. Howell was 
loyal to the Southern Baptist Publication Society, 
Charleston, South Carolina. The Graves-Howell controversy 
threatened First Baptist Church, Nashville, the third time 
the church’s existence had been threatened in its thirty-year 
history (ESB).  
 
Shortly after the Union army captured Nashville in February 
1862, Andrew Johnson, the Union military governor, 
possessed for the military the building of the First Baptist 
Church. Howell and three or four other ministers refused to 
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take an oath of allegiance to the Federal government, and 
Johnson imprisoned the refusant ministers for two months. 
His health failingly affected by the imprisonment, Howell 
resigned in July 1867 and died some ten months later (ESB). 
He died on Sunday April 5, 1868 at Nashville, Tennessee 
following a week of speechlessness, but consciousness 
(Cathcart). He was buried at Mount Olivet Cemetery, 
Nashville (ESB).  
 
He was the second man elected to be president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, presided four years (1851, 
1853, 1855, 1857) over that body, and was a vice-president at 
the time of his death. He was elected a fifth time as president 
in 1859 over the "prolonged and bitter opposition of Graves," 
but immediately resigned to prevent that controversy further 
intruding into the Convention (ESB). He served as vice-
president of the American Baptist Historical Society, a 
member of the Historical Society of Tennessee, and president 
of the trustee board of the asylum for the blind in Tennessee. 
He was also frequently the moderator of the Concord 
Association and other deliberative bodies (Cathcart). 
 
Howell married Mary Ann Toy, in April 1829. Of ten children 
born to that union, two died in infancy (ESB).  
 
Howell authored Terms of Sacramental Communion (1841), 
in later editions, Terms of Communion at the Lord's Table 
(1846) (ESB). The Tennessee Baptist Convention requested 
the work be published, resulting in the 456-page Terms of 
Christian Communion (1854). The book was reprinted 
several times in the United States and in England 
(Cathcart). 
 
His The Deaconship (1846) (ESB), issued by the American 
Baptist Publication Society, quickly transited six editions 
(Cathcart). Other works included The Way of Salvation 
(1849); The Evils of Infant Baptism (1851); and The Cross 
(1854). The Covenants (1856) was later revised in ms. as “The 
Christology of the Pentateuch” (ESB); 
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The Early Baptists of Virginia began as an address at the 
1856 American Baptist Historical Society, was published in a 
tract; enlarged to book form in 1856, enlarged again in 1864, 
and was published posthumously by the American Baptist 
Publication Society. A Memorial of the First Baptist Church, 
Nashville, Tennessee from 1820-1863 is a two-volume mss. 
edition of the church's history. The author's sermons exist in 
thirty bound mss. volumes (ESB). 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
2000 Annual of the Southern Baptist Convention. Nashville, 
TN: Executive Committee, Southern Baptist Convention, 
2000. 
 
Cathcart, William, ed. The Baptist Encyclopaedia: A 
Dictionary of the Doctrines, Ordinances, Usages, Confessions 
of Faith, Sufferings, Labors, and Successes, and of the 
General History of the Baptist Denomination in All Lands, 
with Numerous Biographical Sketches of Distinguished 
American and Foreign Baptist, and a Supplement. 
Philadelphia, Louis H. Everts, 1881; reprint, Paris, AR: 
Baptist Standard Bearer, 1988. 
 
Encyclopedia of Southern Baptists. S.v. "Howell, Robert 
Boyté Crawford," by Homer L. Grice. 
 
BY JOHN FRANKLIN JONES 
CORDOVA, TENNESSEE 
JULY 2004 



 

THE BAPTIST STANDARD 
BEARER, INC. 

 
a non-profit, tax-exempt corporation 

committed to the Publication & Preservation 
of the Baptist Heritage. 

 
k 

 
CURRENT TITLES AVAILABLE IN 

THE BAPTIST DISTINCTIVES SERIES 
 
 
KIFFIN, WILLIAM A Sober Discourse of Right to 

Church-Communion. Wherein is 
proved by Scripture, the Example of 
the Primitive Times, and the Practice 
of All that have Professed the 
Christian Religion: That no 
Unbaptized person may be Regularly 
admitted to the Lord’s Supper. 
(London: George Larkin, 1681). 

 
KINGHORN, JOSEPH   Baptism, A Term of Communion. 

(Norwich: Bacon, Kinnebrook, and 
Co., 1816) 

 
KINGHORN, JOSEPH  A Defense of “Baptism, A Term of 

Communion”. In Answer To Robert 
Hall’s Reply. (Norwich: Wilkin and 
Youngman, 1820). 

 
GILL, JOHN  Gospel Baptism. A Collection of 

Sermons, Tracts, etc., on Scriptural 
Authority, the Nature of the New 
Testament Church and the 
Ordinance of Baptism by John Gill. 
(Paris, AR: The Baptist Standard 
Bearer, Inc., 2006). 

 

 



CARSON, ALEXANDER  Ecclesiastical Polity of the New 
Testament. (Dublin: William Carson, 
1856). 

 
BOOTH, ABRAHAM  A Defense of the Baptists. A 

Declaration and Vindication of Three 
Historically Distinctive Baptist 
Principles. Compiled and Set Forth 
in the Republication of Three Books. 
Revised edition. (Paris, AR: The 
Baptist Standard Bearer, Inc., 2006). 

 
BOOTH, ABRAHAM  Paedobaptism Examined on the 

Principles, Concessions, and 
Reasonings of the Most Learned 
Paedobaptists. With Replies to the 
Arguments and Objections of Dr. 
Williams and Mr. Peter Edwards. 3 
volumes. (London: Ebenezer Palmer, 
1829). 

 
CARROLL, B. H.   Ecclesia - The Church. With an 

Appendix. (Louisville: Baptist Book 
Concern, 1903). 

 
CHRISTIAN, JOHN T.  Immersion, The Act of Christian 

Baptism. (Louisville: Baptist Book 
Concern, 1891). 

 
FROST, J. M.  Pedobaptism: Is It From Heaven Or 

Of Men? (Philadelphia: American 
Baptist Publication Society, 1875). 

 
FULLER, RICHARD  Baptism, and the Terms of 

Communion; An Argument. 
(Charleston, SC: Southern Baptist 
Publication Society, 1854). 

 
GRAVES, J. R.  Tri-Lemma: or, Death By Three 

Horns. The Presbyterian General 
Assembly Not Able To Decide This 
Question: “Is Baptism In The Romish 
Church Valid?” 1st Edition. 

 



 
 

(Nashville: Southwestern Publishing 
House, 1861). 

 
MELL, P.H.  Baptism In Its Mode and Subjects. 

(Charleston, SC: Southern Baptist 
Publications Society, 1853). 

 
JETER, JEREMIAH B.  Baptist Principles Reset. Consisting 

of Articles on Distinctive Baptist 
Principles by Various Authors. With 
an Appendix. (Richmond: The 
Religious Herald Co., 1902). 

 
PENDLETON, J.M.   Distinctive Principles of Baptists. 

(Philadelphia: American Baptist 
Publication Society, 1882). 

 
THOMAS, JESSE B.  The Church and the Kingdom. A New 

Testament Study. (Louisville: Baptist 
Book Concern, 1914). 

 
WALLER, JOHN L.  Open Communion Shown to be 

Unscriptural & Deleterious. With an 
introductory essay by Dr. D. R. 
Campbell and an Appendix. 
(Louisville: Baptist Book Concern, 
1859). 

 
 
For a complete list of current authors/titles, visit our internet 

site at: 
www.standardbearer.org  

or write us at: 
 
 

 
 

Thou hast given a standard to them that fear thee; that it may  
be displayed because of the truth. — Psalm 60:4 
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