


 

Quod scriptura, non iubet vetat 
The Latin translates, “What is not commanded in scripture, is forbidden:’ 

On the Cover: Baptists rejoice to hold in common with other evangelicals the main 
principles of the orthodox Christian faith. However, there are points of difference and 
these differences are significant. In fact, because these differences arise out of God’s 
revealed will, they are of vital importance. Hence, the barriers of separation between 
Baptists and others can hardly be considered a trifling matter. To suppose that Baptists 
are kept apart solely by their views on Baptism or the Lord’s Supper is a regrettable 
misunderstanding. Baptists hold views which distinguish them from Catholics, 
Congregationalists, Episcopalians, Lutherans, Methodists, Pentecostals, and 
Presbyterians, and the differences are so great as not only to justify, but to demand, the 
separate denominational existence of Baptists. Some people think Baptists ought not 
teach and emphasize their differences but as E.J. Forrester stated in 1893, “Any 
denomination that has views which justify its separate existence, is bound to 
promulgate those views. If those views are of sufficient importance to justify a 
separate existence, they are important enough to create a duty for their promulgation ... 
the very same reasons which justify the separate existence of any denomination make 
it the duty of that denomination to teach the distinctive doctrines upon which its sepa-
rate existence rests.” If Baptists have a right to a separate denominational life, it is 
their duty to propagate their distinctive principles, without which their separate life 
cannot be justified or maintained. 

Many among today’s professing Baptists have an agenda to revise the Baptist 
distinctives and redefine what it means to be a Baptist. Others don’t understand why it 
even matters. The books being reproduced in the Baptist Distinctives Series are 
republished in order that Baptists from the past may state, explain and defend the 
primary Baptist distinctives as they understood them. It is hoped that this Series will 
provide a more thorough historical perspective on what it means to be distinctively 
Baptist. 



The Lord Jesus Christ asked, “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things 
which I say?” (Luke 6:46). The immediate context surrounding this question explains 
what it means to be a true disciple of Christ. Addressing the same issue, Christ’s 
question is meant to show that a confession of discipleship to the Lord Jesus Christ is 
inconsistent and untrue if it is not accompanied with a corresponding submission to 
His authoritative commands. Christ’s question teaches us that a true recognition of His 
authority as Lord inevitably includes a submission to the authority of His Word. 
Hence, with this question Christ has made it forever impossible to separate His 
authority as King from the authority of His Word. These two principles—the authority 
of Christ as King and the authority of His Word—are the two most fundamental 
Baptist distinctives. The first gives rise to the second and out of these two all the other 
Baptist distinctives emanate. As F.M. lams wrote in 1894, “Loyalty to Christ as King, 
manifesting itself in a constant and unswerving obedience to His will as revealed in 
His written Word, is the real source of all the Baptist distinctives:’ In the search for the 
primary Baptist distinctive many have settled on the Lordship of Christ as the most 
basic distinctive. Strangely, in doing this, some have attempted to separate Christ’s 
Lordship from the authority of Scripture, as if you could embrace Christ’s authority 
without submitting to what He commanded. However, while Christ’s Lordship and 
Kingly authority can be isolated and considered essentially for discussion’s sake, we 
see from Christ’s own words in Luke 6:46 that His Lordship is really inseparable from 
His Word and, with regard to real Christian discipleship, there can be no practical 
submission to the one without a practical submission to the other. 

In the symbol above the Kingly Crown and the Open Bible represent the inseparable 
truths of Christ’s Kingly and Biblical authority. The Crown and Bible graphics are 
supplemented by three Bible verses (Ecclesiastes 8:4, Matthew 28:18-20, and Luke 
6:46) that reiterate and reinforce the inextricable connection between the authority of 
Christ as King and the authority of His Word. The truths symbolized by these 
components are further emphasized by the Latin quotation - quod scriptura, non iubet 
vetat— i.e., “What is not commanded in scripture, is forbidden:’ This Latin quote has 
been considered historically as a summary statement of the regulative principle of 
Scripture. Together these various symbolic components converge to exhibit the two 
most foundational Baptist Distinctives out of which all the other Baptist Distinctives 
arise. Consequently, we have chosen this composite symbol as a logo to represent the 
primary truths set forth in the Baptist Distinctives Series. 
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A 
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

OF 
JESSE BURGESS THOMAS 

(1832-1915) 
—————————— 

 
esse Burgess Thomas was born July 29, 1832 at 
Edwardsville, Illinois. He was the son of Jesse B. 
Thomas, Illinois Supreme Court judge (Cathcart) and 

Adeline Clarissa (Smith) Thomas. Several members of the 
family were distinguished members of the legal profession 
(DAB). 

J 

 
He graduated Kenyon College, Ohio, in 1850 and was 
admitted to the Illinois bar in 1855 (1852, [DAB]). He entered 
Rochester Theological Seminary in 1852 to prepare for 
ministry, but ill health necessitated his leaving after a short 
period. He pursued the mercantile business in Chicago for a 
time (Cathcart). 
 
He was ordained a Baptist minister in 1862. He served as 
pastor at Waukegan, Illinois (1862-64), the Pierrepont Street 
church, Brooklyn, New York (1864-68); the First Baptist 
Church, San Francisco, California (1868-69); the Michigan 
Avenue church, Chicago, Illinois (1869-1874), and the First 
Baptist Church, Brooklyn, New York (1874) (“Thomas"). The 
church’s edifice burned and it united services with the 
Pierpont Street church and the two eventually united as one 
church (Cathcart). 
 
In 1887 he became a professor of church history (DAB) in the 
theological seminary located at Newton Centre, 
Massachusetts. He received the D.D. degree from the 
University of Chicago in 1866. He authored The Old Bible 
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and the New Science (New York, 1877) (“Thomas”); 
"Significance of the Historic Element in Scripture," in Joseph 
Cook's Christ and Modern Thought (1881) (DAB); and The 
Mould of Doctrine (Philadelphia, 1883) (“Thomas”); Some 
Parables of Nature (1911); and The Church and the Kingdom, 
a New Testament Study (1914) (DAB). 
 
Thomas was an orator, first-rate scholar, dramatic in 
preaching style, persuasive, and impassioned. His lectures on 
the theories of modern skeptics are equal, if not superior, to 
those of Joseph Parker (Cathcart). 
 
He married Abbie Anne Eastman of Ottawa County, 
Michigan May 30, 1855. The couple have five sons and three 
daughters; four children died young. Thomas died June 6, 
1915 in Brooklyn, New York (DAB). 
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Thou hast given a standard to them that fear thee; that it may  
be displayed because of the truth. — Psalm 60:4 
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