


 

Quod scriptura, non iubet vetat 
The Latin translates, “What is not commanded in scripture, is forbidden:’ 

On the Cover: Baptists rejoice to hold in common with other evangelicals the main 
principles of the orthodox Christian faith. However, there are points of difference and 
these differences are significant. In fact, because these differences arise out of God’s 
revealed will, they are of vital importance. Hence, the barriers of separation between 
Baptists and others can hardly be considered a trifling matter. To suppose that Baptists 
are kept apart solely by their views on Baptism or the Lord’s Supper is a regrettable 
misunderstanding. Baptists hold views which distinguish them from Catholics, 
Congregationalists, Episcopalians, Lutherans, Methodists, Pentecostals, and 
Presbyterians, and the differences are so great as not only to justify, but to demand, the 
separate denominational existence of Baptists. Some people think Baptists ought not 
teach and emphasize their differences but as E.J. Forrester stated in 1893, “Any 
denomination that has views which justify its separate existence, is bound to 
promulgate those views. If those views are of sufficient importance to justify a 
separate existence, they are important enough to create a duty for their promulgation ... 
the very same reasons which justify the separate existence of any denomination make 
it the duty of that denomination to teach the distinctive doctrines upon which its sepa-
rate existence rests.” If Baptists have a right to a separate denominational life, it is 
their duty to propagate their distinctive principles, without which their separate life 
cannot be justified or maintained. 

Many among today’s professing Baptists have an agenda to revise the Baptist 
distinctives and redefine what it means to be a Baptist. Others don’t understand why it 
even matters. The books being reproduced in the Baptist Distinctives Series are 
republished in order that Baptists from the past may state, explain and defend the 
primary Baptist distinctives as they understood them. It is hoped that this Series will 
provide a more thorough historical perspective on what it means to be distinctively 
Baptist. 



The Lord Jesus Christ asked, “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things 
which I say?” (Luke 6:46). The immediate context surrounding this question explains 
what it means to be a true disciple of Christ. Addressing the same issue, Christ’s 
question is meant to show that a confession of discipleship to the Lord Jesus Christ is 
inconsistent and untrue if it is not accompanied with a corresponding submission to 
His authoritative commands. Christ’s question teaches us that a true recognition of His 
authority as Lord inevitably includes a submission to the authority of His Word. 
Hence, with this question Christ has made it forever impossible to separate His 
authority as King from the authority of His Word. These two principles—the authority 
of Christ as King and the authority of His Word—are the two most fundamental 
Baptist distinctives. The first gives rise to the second and out of these two all the other 
Baptist distinctives emanate. As F.M. lams wrote in 1894, “Loyalty to Christ as King, 
manifesting itself in a constant and unswerving obedience to His will as revealed in 
His written Word, is the real source of all the Baptist distinctives:’ In the search for the 
primary Baptist distinctive many have settled on the Lordship of Christ as the most 
basic distinctive. Strangely, in doing this, some have attempted to separate Christ’s 
Lordship from the authority of Scripture, as if you could embrace Christ’s authority 
without submitting to what He commanded. However, while Christ’s Lordship and 
Kingly authority can be isolated and considered essentially for discussion’s sake, we 
see from Christ’s own words in Luke 6:46 that His Lordship is really inseparable from 
His Word and, with regard to real Christian discipleship, there can be no practical 
submission to the one without a practical submission to the other. 

In the symbol above the Kingly Crown and the Open Bible represent the inseparable 
truths of Christ’s Kingly and Biblical authority. The Crown and Bible graphics are 
supplemented by three Bible verses (Ecclesiastes 8:4, Matthew 28:18-20, and Luke 
6:46) that reiterate and reinforce the inextricable connection between the authority of 
Christ as King and the authority of His Word. The truths symbolized by these 
components are further emphasized by the Latin quotation - quod scriptura, non iubet 
vetat— i.e., “What is not commanded in scripture, is forbidden:’ This Latin quote has 
been considered historically as a summary statement of the regulative principle of 
Scripture. Together these various symbolic components converge to exhibit the two 
most foundational Baptist Distinctives out of which all the other Baptist Distinctives 
arise. Consequently, we have chosen this composite symbol as a logo to represent the 
primary truths set forth in the Baptist Distinctives Series. 
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A 
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

OF 
JOSEPH BURNLEY MOODY 

(1838-1931) 
—————————— 

 
oseph Burnley Moody—pastor, author, editor—was born 
in Clarksville, Virginia June 24, 1838, the son of William 
A. and Emily Royster Moody. Brought up on a farm, 

Moody taught and merchandised in young adulthood (ESB).  

J 
 
He professed faith in Christ and was baptized into the Bethel 
Church, Christian County, Kentucky, in July 1855. He was 
ordained September 11, 1876 by Pewee Valley Church, 
Oldham County, Kentucky. Educated at Bethel College, 
Kentucky, he received a D.D. degree in 1891 (ESB). 
 
Moody served as the pastor of several churches in Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Arkansas, Texas, and Florida. The churches 
included Pewee Valley, Kentucky (1876-80); Lagrange, 
Kentucky (1877- 80) (ESB); Ell Creek, Kentucky (1877-80) 
(Lasher); Harrod's Creek, Kentucky (1879-80); Paducah, 
Kentucky (1880-82) (ESB); Trezavant, Round Lick, Shop 
Springs and Martin, Tennessee (1883-86); P. Gilead and S. 
Central, Memphis, Tennessee (l888) (Lasher); Gilead  and 
Bagdad, Kentucky (1889) (Grimes); Overton, Kentucky 
(1890-92) (ESB); Hot Springs, Arkansas (1893-94); Sunset 
Church, San Antonio, Texas (1895-96) (Grime); Tampa, 
Florida (1897-98); and Hot Springs, Arkansas (1899-1902) 
(ESB).  
 



JOHN FRANKLIN JONES 

He was editor of Baptist Gleaner (1882-86), The Baptist 
(1886-89), and The Baptist and Reflector (1889) (ESB). 
Moody wrote prolifically. Among his published works are the 
following books: Debate on Baptism, and the Work of the Holy 
Spirit: in Which the Place of Baptism in the Gospel Economy, 
Its Design, and the Work of the Holy Spirit in Conversion Are 
Considered (1889); Baptist, Why and Why Not (1900); The 
Distinguishing Doctrines of Baptist (1901); The Twelve W's of 
Baptism (1906); My Church, Its Character and Perpetuity 
(1908); My Church (1908?); After Death (1910); Rights and 
Restrictions of Women in the Churches; or, Paul Harmonized 
with the Law and the Gospel (1910); The Perfect Gospel 
(1922); and The Exceeding Riches of the Manifold Grace of 
God (n.d.) (Starr). 
 
Many of his pamphlets, articles, and sermons are extant. 
They include: "The Nashville Debate Between Moody and 
Harding" (1899) (Lasher), "The Name Christian" (1883-85); 
"Baptist Authors Vindicated," (1889); "Vindication 
Concerning and Containing the Anderson Letters" (1894); 
"The Culpability of Ignorance, An Address on 1 Cor. 15:38" 
(1894); "Baccalaureate Sermon Preached at Ouachita College 
June 3, 1894" (n.d.); "The Two Covenants" (1896); "The 
Barren Fig Tree, The Fruitless Christian" (1910); "Church 
Government," in The Baptist and Reflector (1901): 131-206; 
“Co-operation of Churches: Speeches Nov. 16, 1901, Little 
Rock, Arkansas” (1902); "The Seven Sabbaths" (1910?); 
"Address to Gospel Mission Brethren" (1910); "Baptismal 
Regeneration" (1910); "Baptism and Remission" (1912); 
"Atheism; Immoral and Irrational" (lectures delivered over 
eight states, urged for publication) (n.d.); "Sin, Salvation, and 
Service" (n.d.); "To the Gospel Mission Baptists" (n.d.); “The 
New-free Woman” (n.d.); "Valid Baptism" (supplemental to 
“The Twelve W's of Baptism,” considered the baptism of anti- 
missionaries) (n.d.); and "Why Baptist? Why the Church? 
Why a Baptist?" (n.d.) (Starr). 
 



A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF JOSEPH BURNLEY MOODY 

Moody married Jennie L. Jones December 22, 1895. The 
marriage was blessed by four children (Grimes). He died in 
Jacksonville, Florida September 8, 1931 (ESB). 
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For a complete list of current authors/titles, visit our internet 

site at: 
www.standardbearer.org  

or write us at: 
 
 

 
 

Thou hast given a standard to them that fear thee; that it may  
be displayed because of the truth. — Psalm 60:4 
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