


 

Quod scriptura, non iubet vetat 
The Latin translates, “What is not commanded in scripture, is forbidden:’ 

On the Cover: Baptists rejoice to hold in common with other evangelicals the main 
principles of the orthodox Christian faith. However, there are points of difference and 
these differences are significant. In fact, because these differences arise out of God’s 
revealed will, they are of vital importance. Hence, the barriers of separation between 
Baptists and others can hardly be considered a trifling matter. To suppose that Baptists 
are kept apart solely by their views on Baptism or the Lord’s Supper is a regrettable 
misunderstanding. Baptists hold views which distinguish them from Catholics, 
Congregationalists, Episcopalians, Lutherans, Methodists, Pentecostals, and 
Presbyterians, and the differences are so great as not only to justify, but to demand, the 
separate denominational existence of Baptists. Some people think Baptists ought not 
teach and emphasize their differences but as E.J. Forrester stated in 1893, “Any 
denomination that has views which justify its separate existence, is bound to 
promulgate those views. If those views are of sufficient importance to justify a 
separate existence, they are important enough to create a duty for their promulgation ... 
the very same reasons which justify the separate existence of any denomination make 
it the duty of that denomination to teach the distinctive doctrines upon which its sepa-
rate existence rests.” If Baptists have a right to a separate denominational life, it is 
their duty to propagate their distinctive principles, without which their separate life 
cannot be justified or maintained. 

Many among today’s professing Baptists have an agenda to revise the Baptist 
distinctives and redefine what it means to be a Baptist. Others don’t understand why it 
even matters. The books being reproduced in the Baptist Distinctives Series are 
republished in order that Baptists from the past may state, explain and defend the 
primary Baptist distinctives as they understood them. It is hoped that this Series will 
provide a more thorough historical perspective on what it means to be distinctively 
Baptist. 



The Lord Jesus Christ asked, “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things 
which I say?” (Luke 6:46). The immediate context surrounding this question explains 
what it means to be a true disciple of Christ. Addressing the same issue, Christ’s 
question is meant to show that a confession of discipleship to the Lord Jesus Christ is 
inconsistent and untrue if it is not accompanied with a corresponding submission to 
His authoritative commands. Christ’s question teaches us that a true recognition of His 
authority as Lord inevitably includes a submission to the authority of His Word. 
Hence, with this question Christ has made it forever impossible to separate His 
authority as King from the authority of His Word. These two principles—the authority 
of Christ as King and the authority of His Word—are the two most fundamental 
Baptist distinctives. The first gives rise to the second and out of these two all the other 
Baptist distinctives emanate. As F.M. lams wrote in 1894, “Loyalty to Christ as King, 
manifesting itself in a constant and unswerving obedience to His will as revealed in 
His written Word, is the real source of all the Baptist distinctives:’ In the search for the 
primary Baptist distinctive many have settled on the Lordship of Christ as the most 
basic distinctive. Strangely, in doing this, some have attempted to separate Christ’s 
Lordship from the authority of Scripture, as if you could embrace Christ’s authority 
without submitting to what He commanded. However, while Christ’s Lordship and 
Kingly authority can be isolated and considered essentially for discussion’s sake, we 
see from Christ’s own words in Luke 6:46 that His Lordship is really inseparable from 
His Word and, with regard to real Christian discipleship, there can be no practical 
submission to the one without a practical submission to the other. 

In the symbol above the Kingly Crown and the Open Bible represent the inseparable 
truths of Christ’s Kingly and Biblical authority. The Crown and Bible graphics are 
supplemented by three Bible verses (Ecclesiastes 8:4, Matthew 28:18-20, and Luke 
6:46) that reiterate and reinforce the inextricable connection between the authority of 
Christ as King and the authority of His Word. The truths symbolized by these 
components are further emphasized by the Latin quotation - quod scriptura, non iubet 
vetat— i.e., “What is not commanded in scripture, is forbidden:’ This Latin quote has 
been considered historically as a summary statement of the regulative principle of 
Scripture. Together these various symbolic components converge to exhibit the two 
most foundational Baptist Distinctives out of which all the other Baptist Distinctives 
arise. Consequently, we have chosen this composite symbol as a logo to represent the 
primary truths set forth in the Baptist Distinctives Series. 
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A 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
OF 

JAMES MADISON PENDLETON 
(1811-1891) 

—————————— 
 
 

ames Madison Pendleton–pastor, educator, professor, 
theologian, author, editor--was named for President 
Madison (ESB). He was born November 20, 1811 in 

Spottsylvania County, Virginia, to John and Frances J. 
(Cathcart) Thompson Pendleton, who were married in 1806 
(ESB). The family moved to Christian County, Kentucky 
when he was one year old, settling on a farm near Pembroke. 
He lived there until age twenty, attending the best available 
schools during the winter months (Cathcart). 

J 

 
The young Pendleton, though interested in religion at fifteen, 
was converted at seventeen. He united with the Bethel 
church, near Pembroke, being baptized April 14, 1829 by 
Rev. John S. Wilson (Cathcart). 
 
He was licensed to preach in February 1831, the only 
licentiate of the Bethel church prior to 1878. He entered the 
Christian County Seminary, Hopkinsville, in 1833, at which 
he pursued a course of study in the Latin and Greek classics. 
Simultaneously with his schooling, he preached alternate 
Sundays at the Hopkinsville and Bethel churches. The 
Hopkinsville church ordained him November 1, 1833 
(Cathcart). Pendleton has the distinction of being the first 
man in southern Kentucky who gave himself wholly to the 
full-time ministry (ESB). 
 
He moved to the church in Bowling Green, Kentucky, in 
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1837, where he served for twenty years (Cathcart). In 1852 
and upon Pendleton's invitation, James Robinson Graves 
came to Bowling Green and conducted a revival. Pendleton 
endorsed Graves' views on alien immersion and nonpulpit 
affiliation. Upon Graves' insistence, Pendleton wrote an 
exposition of those views. Graves published the views as An 
Old Landmark Re-set, the magnum opus of Landmarkism. 
Pendleton was closely associated with Graves and gained a 
reputation as the theologian of Landmarkism (ESB). 
 
Pendleton espoused Henry Clay’s gradual emancipation 
measures in 1849 and supported them via many newspaper 
articles. Notwithstanding the dispersion of his views, 
Kentucky voted against the measures, and slavery remained 
unchanged until overthrown by the Civil War (Cathcart). 
 
He was elected Professor of Theology at Union University, 
Murfreesborough, Tennessee January 1, 1857. Joseph H. 
Eaton was then president of that institution (ESB). 
Pendleton took the position upon the proviso that he 
continue his preaching and pastorates. Thereupon, he 
immediately assumed the pastorate at the Baptist church in 
Murfreesborough (Cathcart).  
 
In 1858, he became joint editor, along with Amos Cooper 
Dayton, of the Tennessee Baptist, of which J. R. Graves had 
been long-time editor (ESB). 
 
Pendleton’s father advocated abolition (ESB). The Civil War 
and the younger Pendleton’s loyalty to the Union 
necessitated his removal to Hamilton, Ohio, where he resided 
between 1862 and 1865. In November 1865, he moved to his 
last pastoral position, the Upland Baptist Church, Upland, 
Pennsylvania (Cathcart). While serving there, Pendleton 
helped establish Crozer Theological Seminary (ESB). 
 
He resigned the Upland church due to age and returned to 
Nashville, Tennessee in June 1883. Mrs. Pendleton became 
blind due to cataracts. Pendleton divided the remainder of 
his days among his children. He died at Bowling Green, 
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Kentucky March 5, 1891. The funeral service was conducted 
by T. T. Eaton of Louisville in the Baptist church at Bowling 
Green, and Pendleton was buried in Fairview Cemetery 
there (ESB). 
 
Pendleton wrote prolifically for his denomination and the 
local, community papers of his residences. He published 
many pamphlets, tracts, and sermons. Among them are 
Thoughts on Christian Duty (1851); Three Reasons Why I Am 
a Baptist (1853); An Old Landmark Re-set (1856); and 
Church Manual (1867) (Cathcart). 
 
His Christian Doctrines, a Compendium of Theology (1878) is 
masterly, concise, logical, orthodox, and comprehensive 
(Cathcart). (This volume was the textbook for the first 
theology formally studied by this writer.) 
 
He penned Christianity Susceptible of Legal Proof (1876). 
With George W. Clark, he co- authored Brief Notes on the 
New Testament (1883). He wrote The Atonement of Christ 
(1884-85) while spending the winter in Austin, Texas. He 
wrote Notes on Sermons in Bowling Green, Kentucky. He 
began writing Reminiscences of a Long Life on his 79th 
birthday in 1890 and completed it in two months (ESB). 
 
The theologian was an avid student. He devoted his 
mornings exclusively to study and his afternoons to pastoral 
work. Cathcart said of him: 
 
 He is devout, serious, conscientious, and yet highly 

appreciates good wit and humor, and is ready and 
judicious in the use of them. He is of medium height, well 
proportioned, firm of step as of convictions, a sincere 
friend, generous to every good cause according to his 
ability, unostentatious and affable with his friends, 
reserved among strangers, and cautious of his 
associations. His integrity of character and honesty of 
conviction are absolutely above suspicion, and are due to 
his abiding, unshaken trust in God (Cathcart, 897-98).  
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On March 18, 1838, shortly after moving to Bowling Green, 
he married Catherine S. Garnett of Glasgow, Kentucky. 
Their first child, Letitia, was born January 8, 1839. John 
Malcolm, born May 5, 1840, later joined the Confederate 
army and was killed in the Civil War. Fannie was born 
March 11, 1844. She married Leslie Waggener in 1867. 
Waggener became president of Bethel College in Russellville, 
Kentucky, a college Pendleton helped to establish in 1849. 
Lila, a third daughter, was born August 25, 1850 while he 
was pastor at Russellville. Garnett, their last child, was born 
in Bowling Green, May 24, 1855 (ESB). 
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Thou hast given a standard to them that fear thee; that it may  
be displayed because of the truth. — Psalm 60:4 
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