


 

Quod scriptura, non iubet vetat 
The Latin translates, “What is not commanded in scripture, is forbidden:’ 

On the Cover: Baptists rejoice to hold in common with other evangelicals the main 
principles of the orthodox Christian faith. However, there are points of difference and 
these differences are significant. In fact, because these differences arise out of God’s 
revealed will, they are of vital importance. Hence, the barriers of separation between 
Baptists and others can hardly be considered a trifling matter. To suppose that Baptists 
are kept apart solely by their views on Baptism or the Lord’s Supper is a regrettable 
misunderstanding. Baptists hold views which distinguish them from Catholics, 
Congregationalists, Episcopalians, Lutherans, Methodists, Pentecostals, and 
Presbyterians, and the differences are so great as not only to justify, but to demand, the 
separate denominational existence of Baptists. Some people think Baptists ought not 
teach and emphasize their differences but as E.J. Forrester stated in 1893, “Any 
denomination that has views which justify its separate existence, is bound to 
promulgate those views. If those views are of sufficient importance to justify a 
separate existence, they are important enough to create a duty for their promulgation ... 
the very same reasons which justify the separate existence of any denomination make 
it the duty of that denomination to teach the distinctive doctrines upon which its sepa-
rate existence rests.” If Baptists have a right to a separate denominational life, it is 
their duty to propagate their distinctive principles, without which their separate life 
cannot be justified or maintained. 

Many among today’s professing Baptists have an agenda to revise the Baptist 
distinctives and redefine what it means to be a Baptist. Others don’t understand why it 
even matters. The books being reproduced in the Baptist Distinctives Series are 
republished in order that Baptists from the past may state, explain and defend the 
primary Baptist distinctives as they understood them. It is hoped that this Series will 
provide a more thorough historical perspective on what it means to be distinctively 
Baptist. 



The Lord Jesus Christ asked, “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things 
which I say?” (Luke 6:46). The immediate context surrounding this question explains 
what it means to be a true disciple of Christ. Addressing the same issue, Christ’s 
question is meant to show that a confession of discipleship to the Lord Jesus Christ is 
inconsistent and untrue if it is not accompanied with a corresponding submission to 
His authoritative commands. Christ’s question teaches us that a true recognition of His 
authority as Lord inevitably includes a submission to the authority of His Word. 
Hence, with this question Christ has made it forever impossible to separate His 
authority as King from the authority of His Word. These two principles—the authority 
of Christ as King and the authority of His Word—are the two most fundamental 
Baptist distinctives. The first gives rise to the second and out of these two all the other 
Baptist distinctives emanate. As F.M. lams wrote in 1894, “Loyalty to Christ as King, 
manifesting itself in a constant and unswerving obedience to His will as revealed in 
His written Word, is the real source of all the Baptist distinctives:’ In the search for the 
primary Baptist distinctive many have settled on the Lordship of Christ as the most 
basic distinctive. Strangely, in doing this, some have attempted to separate Christ’s 
Lordship from the authority of Scripture, as if you could embrace Christ’s authority 
without submitting to what He commanded. However, while Christ’s Lordship and 
Kingly authority can be isolated and considered essentially for discussion’s sake, we 
see from Christ’s own words in Luke 6:46 that His Lordship is really inseparable from 
His Word and, with regard to real Christian discipleship, there can be no practical 
submission to the one without a practical submission to the other. 

In the symbol above the Kingly Crown and the Open Bible represent the inseparable 
truths of Christ’s Kingly and Biblical authority. The Crown and Bible graphics are 
supplemented by three Bible verses (Ecclesiastes 8:4, Matthew 28:18-20, and Luke 
6:46) that reiterate and reinforce the inextricable connection between the authority of 
Christ as King and the authority of His Word. The truths symbolized by these 
components are further emphasized by the Latin quotation - quod scriptura, non iubet 
vetat— i.e., “What is not commanded in scripture, is forbidden:’ This Latin quote has 
been considered historically as a summary statement of the regulative principle of 
Scripture. Together these various symbolic components converge to exhibit the two 
most foundational Baptist Distinctives out of which all the other Baptist Distinctives 
arise. Consequently, we have chosen this composite symbol as a logo to represent the 
primary truths set forth in the Baptist Distinctives Series. 
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BAPTISM,
A TERM OF

COMMUNION
AT THE

Lord’s Supper.

BY JOSEPH KINGHORN.

THE FIRST CONSIDERATION IN EVERY ACT OF WORSHIP
IS ITS CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE REVEALED WILL OF GOD,
WHICH WILL OFTEN JUSTIFY US IN DECLINING THE EXTERNAL
COMMUNION OF A CHURCH, WITH WHICH WE CEASE NOT TO
CULTIVATE A COMMUNION IN SPIRIT.

Robert Hall, Terms of Communion, p.6

With a Biographical Sketch of the Author by John Franklin Jones
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Thou hast given a standard to them that fear thee;
that it may be displayed because of the truth.
-- Psalm 60:4
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JOSEPH KINGHORN 

(1766-1932) 
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A 
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

OF 
JOSEPH KINGHORN 

(1766-1932) 
—————————— 

 
oseph Kinghorn was born January 17, 1766 at 
Gateshead, Co. Durham, England to David Kinghorn 
and was the eldest son of his second wife, Elizabeth. The 

elder Kinghorn was a shoemaker-became-Baptist-minister in 
rural Yorkshire and baptized Joseph when the boy was 
seventeen (DEB). 

J 

 
Classically educated, Joseph was apprenticed to a 
watchmaker in Hull and, later, to clerk in white- lead works 
in Newcastle-upon-Tyne. He trained for the ministry at 
Bristol College and ministered briefly at Fairford, 
Gloucestershire. Considered by some as too low in his 
Calvinism, he removed to Norwich (DEB). 
 
Ordained at Norwich in May 1790, he served there from 1789 
till his death. The church prospered to point of requiring new 
construction, and Kinghorn started a new church in Aylsham 
(DEB). 
 
Kinghorn questioned the ethics of believers taking up arms 
and consequently, was active in repealing the Test and 
Corporation Acts. He took wardship of the eight-year-old son 
of a friend, W. W. Wilkin, even though he himself was a 
bachelor (DEB).  
 
A Greek, Latin, and Hebrew scholar, he first completed 
reading the Hebrew Old Testament daily in 1796. He 
managed a school in his ward and trained young ministers. 
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He was an avid reader; a skilled preacher; and a member of 
the Speculative Society, a discussion group consisted mainly 
of Unitarians (DEB). 
 
He declined the presidency of Northern Education Society's 
new academy in Bradford (1804) and the principalship of the 
new Stepney College (1809) (DEB). 
 
He embraced Calvinistic theology, but rejected the Hyper-
Calvinist opposition to reasoning with, exhorting, or 
beseeching sinners to turn to the Lord. He had cordial 
relations with Arminians and early argued for mixed 
communion. Reversing his position on the subject, he 
controverted with Robert Hall over open/mixed communion, 
advocating the closed position (DEB). 
 
He contributed a critique of a Hebrew New Testament and 
opposed the circulation of Apocrypha with the biblical text by 
the Bible Society. Kinghorn was appealed to as an authority 
in Carey's controversy over using "immerse" for Greek 
"baptize." He contributed to the BMS, served on its 
committee, and traveled on its behalf (DEB).  
 
He authored Baptism, A Term of Communion (1816) and 
frequently contributed to The Baptist Magazine, the Eclectic 
Review, and the Evangelical Magazine (DEB). 
 
Kinghorn died unmarried September 1, 1832, Norwich, 
Norfolk, England (DEB). 
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