


 

Quod scriptura, non iubet vetat 
The Latin translates, “What is not commanded in scripture, is forbidden:’ 

On the Cover: Baptists rejoice to hold in common with other evangelicals the main 
principles of the orthodox Christian faith. However, there are points of difference and 
these differences are significant. In fact, because these differences arise out of God’s 
revealed will, they are of vital importance. Hence, the barriers of separation between 
Baptists and others can hardly be considered a trifling matter. To suppose that Baptists 
are kept apart solely by their views on Baptism or the Lord’s Supper is a regrettable 
misunderstanding. Baptists hold views which distinguish them from Catholics, 
Congregationalists, Episcopalians, Lutherans, Methodists, Pentecostals, and 
Presbyterians, and the differences are so great as not only to justify, but to demand, the 
separate denominational existence of Baptists. Some people think Baptists ought not 
teach and emphasize their differences but as E.J. Forrester stated in 1893, “Any 
denomination that has views which justify its separate existence, is bound to 
promulgate those views. If those views are of sufficient importance to justify a 
separate existence, they are important enough to create a duty for their promulgation ... 
the very same reasons which justify the separate existence of any denomination make 
it the duty of that denomination to teach the distinctive doctrines upon which its sepa-
rate existence rests.” If Baptists have a right to a separate denominational life, it is 
their duty to propagate their distinctive principles, without which their separate life 
cannot be justified or maintained. 

Many among today’s professing Baptists have an agenda to revise the Baptist 
distinctives and redefine what it means to be a Baptist. Others don’t understand why it 
even matters. The books being reproduced in the Baptist Distinctives Series are 
republished in order that Baptists from the past may state, explain and defend the 
primary Baptist distinctives as they understood them. It is hoped that this Series will 
provide a more thorough historical perspective on what it means to be distinctively 
Baptist. 



The Lord Jesus Christ asked, “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things 
which I say?” (Luke 6:46). The immediate context surrounding this question explains 
what it means to be a true disciple of Christ. Addressing the same issue, Christ’s 
question is meant to show that a confession of discipleship to the Lord Jesus Christ is 
inconsistent and untrue if it is not accompanied with a corresponding submission to 
His authoritative commands. Christ’s question teaches us that a true recognition of His 
authority as Lord inevitably includes a submission to the authority of His Word. 
Hence, with this question Christ has made it forever impossible to separate His 
authority as King from the authority of His Word. These two principles—the authority 
of Christ as King and the authority of His Word—are the two most fundamental 
Baptist distinctives. The first gives rise to the second and out of these two all the other 
Baptist distinctives emanate. As F.M. lams wrote in 1894, “Loyalty to Christ as King, 
manifesting itself in a constant and unswerving obedience to His will as revealed in 
His written Word, is the real source of all the Baptist distinctives:’ In the search for the 
primary Baptist distinctive many have settled on the Lordship of Christ as the most 
basic distinctive. Strangely, in doing this, some have attempted to separate Christ’s 
Lordship from the authority of Scripture, as if you could embrace Christ’s authority 
without submitting to what He commanded. However, while Christ’s Lordship and 
Kingly authority can be isolated and considered essentially for discussion’s sake, we 
see from Christ’s own words in Luke 6:46 that His Lordship is really inseparable from 
His Word and, with regard to real Christian discipleship, there can be no practical 
submission to the one without a practical submission to the other. 

In the symbol above the Kingly Crown and the Open Bible represent the inseparable 
truths of Christ’s Kingly and Biblical authority. The Crown and Bible graphics are 
supplemented by three Bible verses (Ecclesiastes 8:4, Matthew 28:18-20, and Luke 
6:46) that reiterate and reinforce the inextricable connection between the authority of 
Christ as King and the authority of His Word. The truths symbolized by these 
components are further emphasized by the Latin quotation - quod scriptura, non iubet 
vetat— i.e., “What is not commanded in scripture, is forbidden:’ This Latin quote has 
been considered historically as a summary statement of the regulative principle of 
Scripture. Together these various symbolic components converge to exhibit the two 
most foundational Baptist Distinctives out of which all the other Baptist Distinctives 
arise. Consequently, we have chosen this composite symbol as a logo to represent the 
primary truths set forth in the Baptist Distinctives Series. 
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F cis Marion Iams (Ijames, Imes) was born 27 July 
0 in Licking County, Monroe Township, Ohio. He 
 the fifth of eight children born to William M. Ijams 

(ca. 1800-1863) and Mariah Jane Bailey Ijams (ca. 1804-
1849) (Reynolds). He spent his youth on a farm in Delaware 
County, Ohio (Banner).  

At various times in his life, Iams worked as a farmer, an 
educator, a Congregational minister, a frontier missionary, 
and a Baptist minister. He lived at various times in several 
states. His known residences in chronological order include 
the following states and localities: Ohio (Monroe and 
Delaware counties); Illinois (McHenry County, and Leroy); 
Wisconson (Reedsburg, Tomah, and Menominee County); 
Ohio (Mt. Vernon); Kansas (Parsons and Salina); Ohio (Mt. 
Vernon; Mansfield; and Copopa); Michigan (Leslie); and Ohio 
(Mt. Vernon).  

The 1860 US Census provided the first extant record of 
Francis' religious life. The record listed him as a 
Congregational clergyman (1860 US Census). He was 
ordained a Congregational minister in April 1860 and served 
as such until 1866 (Banner). The particular early religious 
influences upon him, the  circumstances of his conversion, 
his specific church affiliation/s, his call and surrender to 
preach, any formal education, and the Congregational 
churches he served have not yet come to light.  
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More, however, is known about the Baptist churches he 
served. He was pastor of the Mt. Vernon Baptist Church, Mt. 
Vernon, Ohio (1875-1878); the First Baptist Church, Parsons, 
Kansas (1879); the Mansfield Baptist Church, Mansfield 
Ohio (1881-1885); the Columbia Baptist Church, Copopa, 
Ohio (1888-?), and at Leslie, Michigan (Banner). 

During his tenure in Kansas, Iams received support from the 
American Baptist Home Mission Society as a home 
missionary. Records indicate that missionary affiliation 
while at Parsons, Kansas (for nine months) (FBC) and 
Salina, Kansas (for seven months)  in 1879-1880 (Layton).  

Iams was active in his local community. Local records 
indicate that he performed many weddings. He united with 
other citizens in opposing activities which he felt to be 
harmful to the community's moral tone. He regularly 
participated in the associations of churches and in his state 
and national conventions. He actively promoted Bible study 
and participated in the Sunday School movement. 

Iams authored two books and some pamphlets: Behind the 
Scenes: Sketches from Real life. By a Pastor. [pseud.]. 
Cincinnati: George W. Lasher, 1883;  Before the Foot-lights. 
Cincinnati, George W. Lasher, 1885; Concessions of 
Pedobaptist Writers, As to the Subject and Mode of Baptism. 
Cincinnati: George W. Lasher, n.d.; and A Sober Inquiry, or, 
Christ's Reign with His Saints a Thousand Years (N.p, n.d.) 
(Star). 

He married Mary M. "Polly" Sanders (5 January 1833-22 
December 1897) 3 March 1850 in McHenry County, Illinois. 
She was the daughter of Jacob and Hannah Sanders (Ross). 

Iams and his wife parented seven children: Clayton M. (5 
March 1851), Loretta Angelia (ca. 1853), Mary Angeline (14 
May 1854), William "Willie" Henry (11 October 1856), Nellie 
Jane (29 December 1858), Charles Claude (23 October 1860), 
and Frank Curtis (16 May 1865). His son, Clayton M., was 
also a Baptist minister. 
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Iams died 17 June 1892 in Mount Vernon, Ohio (Knox 
County) and was buried in Mount View Cemetery, Knox 
County, Ohio (Richland). 
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