


 

Quod scriptura, non iubet vetat 
The Latin translates, “What is not commanded in scripture, is forbidden:’ 

On the Cover: Baptists rejoice to hold in common with other evangelicals the main 
principles of the orthodox Christian faith. However, there are points of difference and 
these differences are significant. In fact, because these differences arise out of God’s 
revealed will, they are of vital importance. Hence, the barriers of separation between 
Baptists and others can hardly be considered a trifling matter. To suppose that Baptists 
are kept apart solely by their views on Baptism or the Lord’s Supper is a regrettable 
misunderstanding. Baptists hold views which distinguish them from Catholics, 
Congregationalists, Episcopalians, Lutherans, Methodists, Pentecostals, and 
Presbyterians, and the differences are so great as not only to justify, but to demand, the 
separate denominational existence of Baptists. Some people think Baptists ought not 
teach and emphasize their differences but as E.J. Forrester stated in 1893, “Any 
denomination that has views which justify its separate existence, is bound to 
promulgate those views. If those views are of sufficient importance to justify a 
separate existence, they are important enough to create a duty for their promulgation ... 
the very same reasons which justify the separate existence of any denomination make 
it the duty of that denomination to teach the distinctive doctrines upon which its sepa-
rate existence rests.” If Baptists have a right to a separate denominational life, it is 
their duty to propagate their distinctive principles, without which their separate life 
cannot be justified or maintained. 

Many among today’s professing Baptists have an agenda to revise the Baptist 
distinctives and redefine what it means to be a Baptist. Others don’t understand why it 
even matters. The books being reproduced in the Baptist Distinctives Series are 
republished in order that Baptists from the past may state, explain and defend the 
primary Baptist distinctives as they understood them. It is hoped that this Series will 
provide a more thorough historical perspective on what it means to be distinctively 
Baptist. 



The Lord Jesus Christ asked, “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things 
which I say?” (Luke 6:46). The immediate context surrounding this question explains 
what it means to be a true disciple of Christ. Addressing the same issue, Christ’s 
question is meant to show that a confession of discipleship to the Lord Jesus Christ is 
inconsistent and untrue if it is not accompanied with a corresponding submission to 
His authoritative commands. Christ’s question teaches us that a true recognition of His 
authority as Lord inevitably includes a submission to the authority of His Word. 
Hence, with this question Christ has made it forever impossible to separate His 
authority as King from the authority of His Word. These two principles—the authority 
of Christ as King and the authority of His Word—are the two most fundamental 
Baptist distinctives. The first gives rise to the second and out of these two all the other 
Baptist distinctives emanate. As F.M. lams wrote in 1894, “Loyalty to Christ as King, 
manifesting itself in a constant and unswerving obedience to His will as revealed in 
His written Word, is the real source of all the Baptist distinctives:’ In the search for the 
primary Baptist distinctive many have settled on the Lordship of Christ as the most 
basic distinctive. Strangely, in doing this, some have attempted to separate Christ’s 
Lordship from the authority of Scripture, as if you could embrace Christ’s authority 
without submitting to what He commanded. However, while Christ’s Lordship and 
Kingly authority can be isolated and considered essentially for discussion’s sake, we 
see from Christ’s own words in Luke 6:46 that His Lordship is really inseparable from 
His Word and, with regard to real Christian discipleship, there can be no practical 
submission to the one without a practical submission to the other. 

In the symbol above the Kingly Crown and the Open Bible represent the inseparable 
truths of Christ’s Kingly and Biblical authority. The Crown and Bible graphics are 
supplemented by three Bible verses (Ecclesiastes 8:4, Matthew 28:18-20, and Luke 
6:46) that reiterate and reinforce the inextricable connection between the authority of 
Christ as King and the authority of His Word. The truths symbolized by these 
components are further emphasized by the Latin quotation - quod scriptura, non iubet 
vetat— i.e., “What is not commanded in scripture, is forbidden:’ This Latin quote has 
been considered historically as a summary statement of the regulative principle of 
Scripture. Together these various symbolic components converge to exhibit the two 
most foundational Baptist Distinctives out of which all the other Baptist Distinctives 
arise. Consequently, we have chosen this composite symbol as a logo to represent the 
primary truths set forth in the Baptist Distinctives Series. 
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A 
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

OF 
WILLIAM EDWARDS PAXTON 

(1823-1883) 
—————————— 

 
illiam Edwards Paxton was born June 23, 1823 
(ESB) (GPM cited 1825) in Little Rock, Pulaski 
County, Arkansas to David Coulter (born ca. 1784 in 

Rockbridge Co, Virginia to Samuel and Sarah Coulter) and 
Lucy Edwards Paxton (born ca. 1802 in Woodford County, 
Kentucky). David, a Baptist preacher, and Lucy were 
married November 17, 1818 in Woodford County, Kentucky 
(GPM). 

W 

 
The family moved to Hempstead County in Southern 
Arkansas during the 1830s. William's early schooling 
occurred in an academy run by a Presbyterian minister. He 
began to write verse at age thirteen. Some of that prose and 
poetry was published in the Washington, Arkansas 
Telegraph (WEPB). 
 
They moved back to Kentucky in 1842. Paxton attended a 
private school for fifteen months, preparing to enter college 
(WEPB).  Paxton received the A.B. degree from Georgetown 
College in 1847 and the A.M. degree in 1849 (ESB) (GCSC 
said 1850). Following graduation he taught school and served 
as school headmasters in Woodford, Mercer, and Scott 
counties Kentucky while he studied law. He was admitted to 
the Kentucky state bar and married Sarah J. Mothershed in 
1851. She died that same year (WEPB).  
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He moved to Sparta, Louisiana, became headmaster at Mt. 
Lebanon Baptist Academy and studied for the Louisiana 
state bar. He passed the bar and established a civil law 
practice. He married Rebecca Wardlaw on February 24, 1857. 
To the marriage were born Willie, a son, and Lucy, a 
daughter (WEPB). 
  
The 1850s pre-Civil War years found Paxton vocally 
advocating southern causes, raising the first company of 
volunteers from his parish following Ft. Sumter, and editing 
the Southern Banner (WEPB). 
 
He began his Confederate military service in October, 1861, 
stationed at New Orleans to defend against possible Union 
attacks. He served at Corinth, Mississippi and the battle of 
Shiloh. He resigned his commission on July 10, served in a 
Calvary unit west of the Mississippi, and then as a assistant 
enrolling office in Bienville Parish in 1864. The same year 
Rebecca died. He was paroled from the army June 20, 1865 
(WEPB). 
 
Paston surrendered to preach at the Sparta Baptist Church 
in 1864 and thereafter, preached somewhere most every 
week. The Minden Baptist Church called him as pastor in 
March 1865 (PM said 1866), at which he served until 1872 
(WEPB).  
 
In 1866, he married a war widow, Margaret Eugenia 
Hargrove Fuller. Over seventeen years of marriage, they 
parented nine children. Of the children, only three daughters 
reached adulthood: Lizzie Clare, Eloise, and Viva (WEPB). 
 
At the 1870 US Census, William and his wife, Eugina 
Marguerite Hargrove (born November 13, 1843 in Georgia) 
lived in Claibourne County Louisiana (the Minden Post 
Office). The household contained Lucy (13, born in 
Louisiana); William E. (10, born in Louisiana); Josie B (2, 
born in Louisiana); Claude E. (7 months, born in Louisiana); 
and Lucy S. (68, born in Kentucky) (GPM). 
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Paxton served as pastor at Summer Grove, Shreveport (1872-
1877) (WEPB). Among the Georgetown College Alumni, 
Paxton is listed as having served as the president of 
Shreveport Univeristy, Shreveport, Louisiana in 1873 
(GCSC). 
 
He served as pastor of the Baptist Church in Warren 
Arkansas, (1878-1882)(WEPB) and as president at 
Centennial Institute, Warren, Arkansas, 1878-? (GCSC). 
 
At the 1880 US Census, the family lived in Bradley County 
Arkansas (Pennington). The household consisted of William 
E. Paxton (54, born in Arkansas of a Virginia father and a 
Kentucky mother); M. E. (39, born in Georgia of a Georgia 
father and a Georgia mother); W. E. Jr. (age 19); Lizzie (age 
9); Eloise (age 7); Vera (age 4 (all the children born in 
Louisiana of an Arkansas father and a Georgia mother); and 
Lucy (78, born in Kentucky of a North Carolina father and a 
North Carolina mother) (GPM). 
 
He had conferred upon him the D.D. by Keatchie College in 
1882 (ESB). He served as associate editor or correspondent 
for papers in several states--Louisiana (the Louisiana 
Baptist), the Arkansas Evangel (WEPB), Mississippi, 
Tennessee, Kentucky, and Texas (ESB).  
 
The First Baptist Church, Ft. Smith Arkansas called him to 
be its pastor on February 11, 1883 (GPM).  
 
He wrote many pamphlets and books. Among the books are 
The Apostolic Church: Being An Inquiry into the 
Constitution...(1876) and A History of the Baptists of 
Louisiana: From the Earliest Times to the Present (1888) 
(ESB), published posthumously (WEPB).  
 
Paxton died of congestive malarial fever at Fort Smith, 
Arkansas Saturday June 9, 1883 (GPM), two weeks short of 
his fifty-eighth birthday, June 9, 1883 (WEPB). He was 
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buried at Oak Cemetery in Fort Smith, Arkansas. Following 
his death, the family moved back to Louisiana (GPM). 
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Thou hast given a standard to them that fear thee; that it may  
be displayed because of the truth. — Psalm 60:4 
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