


 

Quod scriptura, non iubet vetat 
The Latin translates, “What is not commanded in scripture, is forbidden:’ 

On the Cover: Baptists rejoice to hold in common with other evangelicals the main 
principles of the orthodox Christian faith. However, there are points of difference and 
these differences are significant. In fact, because these differences arise out of God’s 
revealed will, they are of vital importance. Hence, the barriers of separation between 
Baptists and others can hardly be considered a trifling matter. To suppose that Baptists 
are kept apart solely by their views on Baptism or the Lord’s Supper is a regrettable 
misunderstanding. Baptists hold views which distinguish them from Catholics, 
Congregationalists, Episcopalians, Lutherans, Methodists, Pentecostals, and 
Presbyterians, and the differences are so great as not only to justify, but to demand, the 
separate denominational existence of Baptists. Some people think Baptists ought not 
teach and emphasize their differences but as E.J. Forrester stated in 1893, “Any 
denomination that has views which justify its separate existence, is bound to 
promulgate those views. If those views are of sufficient importance to justify a 
separate existence, they are important enough to create a duty for their promulgation ... 
the very same reasons which justify the separate existence of any denomination make 
it the duty of that denomination to teach the distinctive doctrines upon which its sepa-
rate existence rests.” If Baptists have a right to a separate denominational life, it is 
their duty to propagate their distinctive principles, without which their separate life 
cannot be justified or maintained. 

Many among today’s professing Baptists have an agenda to revise the Baptist 
distinctives and redefine what it means to be a Baptist. Others don’t understand why it 
even matters. The books being reproduced in the Baptist Distinctives Series are 
republished in order that Baptists from the past may state, explain and defend the 
primary Baptist distinctives as they understood them. It is hoped that this Series will 
provide a more thorough historical perspective on what it means to be distinctively 
Baptist. 



The Lord Jesus Christ asked, “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things 
which I say?” (Luke 6:46). The immediate context surrounding this question explains 
what it means to be a true disciple of Christ. Addressing the same issue, Christ’s 
question is meant to show that a confession of discipleship to the Lord Jesus Christ is 
inconsistent and untrue if it is not accompanied with a corresponding submission to 
His authoritative commands. Christ’s question teaches us that a true recognition of His 
authority as Lord inevitably includes a submission to the authority of His Word. 
Hence, with this question Christ has made it forever impossible to separate His 
authority as King from the authority of His Word. These two principles—the authority 
of Christ as King and the authority of His Word—are the two most fundamental 
Baptist distinctives. The first gives rise to the second and out of these two all the other 
Baptist distinctives emanate. As F.M. lams wrote in 1894, “Loyalty to Christ as King, 
manifesting itself in a constant and unswerving obedience to His will as revealed in 
His written Word, is the real source of all the Baptist distinctives:’ In the search for the 
primary Baptist distinctive many have settled on the Lordship of Christ as the most 
basic distinctive. Strangely, in doing this, some have attempted to separate Christ’s 
Lordship from the authority of Scripture, as if you could embrace Christ’s authority 
without submitting to what He commanded. However, while Christ’s Lordship and 
Kingly authority can be isolated and considered essentially for discussion’s sake, we 
see from Christ’s own words in Luke 6:46 that His Lordship is really inseparable from 
His Word and, with regard to real Christian discipleship, there can be no practical 
submission to the one without a practical submission to the other. 

In the symbol above the Kingly Crown and the Open Bible represent the inseparable 
truths of Christ’s Kingly and Biblical authority. The Crown and Bible graphics are 
supplemented by three Bible verses (Ecclesiastes 8:4, Matthew 28:18-20, and Luke 
6:46) that reiterate and reinforce the inextricable connection between the authority of 
Christ as King and the authority of His Word. The truths symbolized by these 
components are further emphasized by the Latin quotation - quod scriptura, non iubet 
vetat— i.e., “What is not commanded in scripture, is forbidden:’ This Latin quote has 
been considered historically as a summary statement of the regulative principle of 
Scripture. Together these various symbolic components converge to exhibit the two 
most foundational Baptist Distinctives out of which all the other Baptist Distinctives 
arise. Consequently, we have chosen this composite symbol as a logo to represent the 
primary truths set forth in the Baptist Distinctives Series. 
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A 
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

OF 
ALEXANDER CARSON 

(1776-1844) 
—————————— 

 
lexander Carson—Irish Presbyterian-turned-Baptist, 
pastor, expositor, author—was born at Artrae, (“BS” 24) 
not far from Cookstown, Tyrone Country, Ireland in 
1776 of a family of Scotch origin, who probably came to 

North Ireland during the reign of James 1. Converted at an early 
age, he graduated with first honors at Glasgow University and 
received the LL.D. from Bacon College, Kentucky (Cathcart). 

A 

He settled as a government-paid Presbyterian pastor at 
Tubbermore in 1798, (Armitage, 571). Tubbermore was a town 
of 500 surrounded by a large population of Scotch-Irish farmers 
(Cathcart). 

Early in his ministry, he came to three Baptist principles which 
set him in opposition to the Presbyterians: that 
congregationalism was the Scriptural form of church 
government; that immersion was the New Testament mode of 
baptism; and that only believers should be baptized (Cathcart). 
Concerning the presbytery, he said: "Scripture presbytery is the 
eldership, or plurality of elders in a particular congregation" 
(Answer to Ewing, 382; Chapter 10, n. 8; cited by Armitage, 
130).  

Thereafter, he gave up his living, (Armitage, 571) and departed 
his congregation upon the testimony of his favorite hymn: 
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And must I part with all I have, 
My dearest Lord, for thee? 
It is but right, since thou has done 
Much more than that for me. 
 
Yes, let it go, one look from thee 
Will more than make amends 
For all the losses I sustain 
Of Wealth, of credit, friends (Cathcart). 

The Baptist church he started grew to 500 members in his 
lifetime. His reputation spread and among his lasting friends 
were the Haldanes—Robert and James—of Edinburgh 
(Cathcart). 

Carson was a Greek scholar, a clear reasoner, a logician, and a 
philosopher, and possessed a piercing intelligence. His 
Presbyterian friends called him the “Jonathan Edwards of the 
nineteenth century” (Cathcart).  

He was an expository preacher. Cathcart said: “Few ever heard 
him take a little text and suspend some weighty subject upon it 
by a slender connecting link” (Cathcart). 

His earlier writings included a work on figures of speech, 
developing the self-evident principles on figures of speech 
which was regarded as a standard on the subject matter (“BS”, 
25). 

Carson’s intensive pastoral desire to promote holy living among 
his worldly and wayward parishioners. His initial warnings to 
his congregants about their dangers developed into a failed 
attempt at church discipline, then an appeal to the ecclesiastical 
courts of the Synod. He came to the conclusion that his only 
appeal lay in that spiritual appeal to the teachings and simple 
order of Scripture. Thereupon, he left the Synod of Ulster ("BS," 
26-28). 

His Reasons for Leaving the Synod of Ulster maintained via 
strong reasoning the independence of the primitive churches of 
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the New Testament. That volume declared his insistence that his 
participation in the Synod was a surrender of his conscience to 
one other than Christ. He systematically argued that the form of 
church government most likely to be divine was (1) the one 
capable of the least abuse–independence; (2) the one most able 
to preserve purity of doctrine without human expedients; and (3) 
the one which most leads to, and compels church members to, 
Scripture itself ("BS," 28-29). 

From his firm commitment to the Bible as the only law-book, he 
first adopted congregational order, then regenerate church 
membership, and finally, believer’s baptism ("BS," 31,33). His 
Baptism: Its Mode and Subject was first published in London 
and later republished by the Baptist Publication Society, 
Philadelphia. Cathcart said of this work:  

His octavio volume on baptism is a masterpiece of learning 
and logic; it overthrows quibbles about the Abrahamic 
covenant, giving authority to baptize children, as old as 
Augustine of Hippo, and as wide-spread as Pedobaptist 
Christendom, and allegations that baptism might mean 
sprinkling or pouring, with as much ease as a horse, 
unaccustomed to a rider, hurls to the ground the little boy 
who has ventured to mount him (Cathcart, 187). 

Regarding his dogmatic writing style, Cathcart continued: 

Truth coming forth like a defiant giant is more attractive than 
when it appears making simpering apologies for venturing to 
show its face, and to disturb the equanimity of error and 
wrong, though sturdy truth, carrying a sharp and needful 
sword in a sheath of love, pleases us most (Cathcart, 188). 

While returning from delivering addresses to the Baptist 
Missionary Society, he fell into the dock at Liverpool in 1844. 
Though rescued, and continuing upon his journey to Belfast, he 
became ill during the night and died the next day after landing, 
August 24, 1844. Carson spent nearly fifty years in ministry 
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(Cathcart). Armitage called him "most illustrious of the Irish 
Baptists."  

At his untimely death, Carson had completed all the necessary 
work for a treatise on the atonement. Among his stated, but 
unfulfilled, intentions was a book on the best mode of teaching 
the churches and the characteristic style of Scripture. He also left 
unpublished commentaries to the Galatians, Hebrews, and 
several smaller articles (“BS”, 44-45). 

His wife--the mother of his thirteen children–and some of his 
children, preceded him in death. One son died of brain fever 
simultaneously with his ordination to the pastoral office (“BS”, 
47-47) 
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Thou hast given a standard to them that fear thee; that it may  
be displayed because of the truth. — Psalm 60:4 
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